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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. | 


THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING, HELD IN WASH- 
INGTON, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, 
AND Fripay, May 6, 7, 8, AND 9, 1884. 


TUESDAY — FIRST DAY, 


The meeting was called to order in the Congrega- 
tional Church, at the corner of ‘Tenth and G Streets, 
at 10:30 A. M., by the Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements, Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett. After prayer 
by the Rev. William A, Leonard, p.p., the Chairman 
introduced the President of the Association, Dr. Aus- 
tin Flint, of New York. ‘The Vice-Presidents, Dr. 
R. A. Kinloch, South Carolina; Dr. T. B. Lester, 
Mo.; Dr. A. L. Gihon, U. S, N.; Dr. S. C. Gordon, 
Me.; the Permanent Secretary, Dr. W. B. Atkinson, 
Pa.; the Assistant Secretary, Dr. D. W. Prentiss, D. 
C.; the Treasurer, Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Pa.; and the 
Librarian, Dr. C. H, A. Kleinschmidt, D. C., were 
also present. 

Dr. Garnett addressed the Association as follows : 


GENTLEMEN OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION : 

Through the favor of your suffrages at our last 
meeting, I find myself occupying the position which 
imposes upon me the pleasant duty of tendering to 
you, on behalf of the medical profession of Washing- 
ton, our welcome to this the capital of these United 
States; and sincere and honest as my words of wel- 
come are, you will find, I am sure, in the more inti- 
mate association that will follow this formal recep- 
tion, that words are weak to express the cordiality of 
our greeting. 

You have come to a place of eminent and renowned 
gatherings, for here the supreme interests of our whole 
country are studied and discussed by its larger intel- 
lects, in order to the discovery and enforcement of 
those politica! and constitutional laws which shall best 
establish and maintain the well-being of the Repub- 
lic. And surely it is a fit place for your meeting, for 
no laws devised by human wisdom can be more im- 
portant to humanity than those laws of life upon 
which rests the ‘‘ salus populi’’—laws to the study 
and comprehension of which, in their truest and 
most literal sense, your time and labor are devoted ; 





and in no department of human effort has there been 
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needed or has there been found keener, broader, 
more conscientious intellect than has been exhibited 
in the long historic growth and in the recent rapid 
development of medical science. 

For the wise and stable government of a nation, as 
well as for the comfort of domestic life and the suc- 
cess of humble labor, we recognize no more import- 
ant and necessary condition for him who executes the 
work, and for those who are to profit by it, than the 
preservation of that ‘‘ mens sana in corpore sano,”’ 
which it is the highest effort of our profession to 
secure. 

There is, perhaps, in our profession one advantage 
possessed by no other deliberative body which is called 
to consult for interests as wide as the whole country. 
We may come—indeed, we doubtless do come—with 
some stubborn prejudices and fixed opinions ; but we 
are not affected by sectional interests, nor by party 
ambitions; we have no constituencies to whom we are 
responsible ; we move !n a higher plane, and are an- 
swerable alone to the dictum of scientific truth. The 
truths we discover cannot be patented for individual 
use, nor converted into practical profit by huge mon- 
opolies. The remedy discovered by one man’s patient 
and laborious study is the possession of all, and is car- 
ried by the country doctor in his saddle-bags to the 
humblest log cabin in the remotest settlement as freely 
as it is given by the great practitioner in the homes 
of the wealthy and powerful. 

Contemplating the vast and varied field from which 
our information is derived, the thought comes to me 
—if I could sketch only the past year of the profes- 
sional life of those who are met here to-day, what a 
multitude of profound and perplexing problems, what 
strange illustrations of the mysterious laws of life, 
what startling and apparently inexplicable exceptions 
to those very laws, what new suggestions as to func- 
tion and organ—what uncertain but hopeful premon- 
itions of wider and richer discovery would I have to 
lay before you. 

Let us consider, too, the tone and temper of that 
spirit of inquiry in which our experience has trained 
us. Forours has not been the investigation of merely 
material facts; we have studied the finer tissue of 
nerves and the coarser tissue of muscles, but we have 
seen the one quiver and the other waste under influ- 
ences beyond the analysis or control of medicine ; 
we have seen the strong and active mind broken and 
palsied by disease of the body, and we have seen the 
mind control, and shape, and stamp its will upon the 
body, until, to the uneducated intelligence, as in 
those strange but well authenticated cases of the 
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stigmata, a very miracle seemed present. We have seen 
the painful evidence of that terrible truth, that often 
vice itself is disguised congenital disease. 


stood on the very border of life and of death—but | 


we have never seen beyond. 


moments of highest heroism and of abjectest coward- 
ice, of sublimest self-sacrifice and of basest selfish- 
ness ; we have witnessed at the bedside the pleading 
hope, which is man’s intensest prayer, and the defi- 
ant despair, which is his bitterest curse. What, in 
comparison to such experience, I ask is the knowl- 
edge of human nature acquired in the confidential 
council chamber of the lawyer, or learned in the 
secrecy of the confessional, even when remorse wrings 
truth from the penitent ? 

And yet does our daily experience force us to 
recognize with humility that beyond all our knowl- 


edge there are experiences we cannot understand, | 


laws we cannot explain or regulate, and powers and 
influences which we cannot control. 


We have also been taught /ha¢ sympathy which | 


familiarity with human suffering always excites in the 
mind of the true-hearted physician, and which ena- 
bles him to determine more accurately the true con- 
dition of his patient than the conclusions of a purely 
cold intelligence. 

And should we not be taught by the mental, moral 
and physical relations which these experiences bring 
before us, an abiding faith in the wisdom of that 
Being who has made the ministry of pain and death 
a part of His divine administration in nature, and in 
nature’s order of animate life ? 

* With these convictions of our duties and responsi- 
bilities, no language of mine can exaggerate the value 
and importance of these periodical gatherings, when 
we meet to compare experiences, to exchange coun- 
sel, and to contribute what each of us can to broad- 
ening and extending the power of medical science. 

For of that power it can be said, as can be said of 
no other, that it has in it no faculty of oppression— 
that it is not sought, but freely and gratefully given, 


and that it cannot be exercised without doing good 
to others. 


He offered the following report of arrangements: | 


The Committee of Arrangements, having executed 
the duty for which it was created, beg leave to sub- 
mit the following report : 

After a careful inspection of the various public edi- 
fices available for our use in this city, it was found 


that the Congregational Church, in which we are now | 


assembled, possessed the largest seating capacity, to- 
gether with three capacious rooms suitable for the 
meeting of the Sections. It was accordingly selected 
as the most eligible building for our meeting. We 
have also secured for the Surgical Section, and for the 
accommodation of the Judicial Council, capacious 
apartments in the Armory Building, on G street, 
diagonally opposite this church. 

For the meeting of the Section on State Medicine, | 


We have | 


We have seen man as | 
he is seen by no one else; we have seen him in his 


| to effecting arrangements with the various railroads 
for the reduction of rates, we beg to say that the 
/most active and energetic measures were adopted 
Cor- 
respondence was had with'the officials of all the 
_trunk lines, but owing to the delay on the part of 
_ those having the power to act in this matter, we have 
| only been able to effect final arrangements within the 
| past three weeks. The following terms have been 
_agreed upon, and the statement sent to the Secre- 
| tary, Dr. W. B. Atkinson, some three weeks ago, to- 
| gether with a price list of the hotels and principal 
lodging-houses of Washington, in order that the in- 
formation might be given to the medical public: 

1. The Virginia Midland railroad will issue round 
trip tickets from all through points at 4 cents per. 
mile one way, for the round trip; local points, 4", 
cents per mile one way for round trip. 

_ 2, Boston, Norfolk and Baltimore steamship line, 
Boston to Washington, $9.50; round trip, $19. 

| 3. Trunk lines east of St. Louis, Chicago and Cin- 
_cinnati agree to return delegates at one-quarter low- 
est unlimited rate. 

4. Trunk lines west of St. Louis and Chicago 
| agree to return delegates at one-third regular rate. 
| 5. Atlantic Coast lines have agreed to issue round 
| trip tickets at reduced rates from various points. 

6. Pennsylvania railroad and Baltimore & Ohio 
_ railroad will issue round trips from New York City 
| $9.80, Philadelphia $6.10, Baltimore $1.60. 
. The Southern Association, embracing the terri- 
i @ , g the terri 
| 
| 


early in the year to accomplish this purpose. 


| 
| 


| tory south of the Potomac and Ohio and east of the 
{ississippi, excepting the Virginia Midland and Coast 
| line, refuse to reduce rates. 


PROGRAMME FOR TUESDAY’S RECEPTIONS. 


We are gratified to announce that there will be a 
reception by the President of the United States at 
| the Executive Mansion from 8:30 to 10:30 p. m. 
Reception by Mr. and Mrs. Leiter, No. 1500 Twen- 
tieth Street, Northwest, from 9 to 11 p. m. 

Wednesday.—Reception and entertainment by the 
| medical profession of Washington at National Rifles’ 
| Armory, 920 G Street, Northwest, from g to 12 p. m. 
Thursday.—IW\lumination of the Corcoran Art Gal- 
ilery, and Reception by Mr. W. W, Corcoran and 
| Board of Trustees, from 8 to 1o p. m. 
| Reception by Commissioner and Mrs. Loring, No. 
| 1521 K Street, Northwest, from 9 to 11 p. m, 

Reception by Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Hildrup, No. 1 
Towa Circle, from g to 11 p. m. 

_ Reception by Chief Justice Morrison R. Waite, No. 

| 1415 I street, Northwest, from 9 to 11 p. m. 

| Friday.—Reception by the Surgeon-General, U. 
S. A., and Staff, at Army Medical Museum, Tenth 

| Street, between E and F Streets, Northwest, from 8 

to 11 p.m. 

| Reception by Hon. George F. Edmonds, President 

pro tempore of the Senate, and Hon. John G. Car- 


lisle, Speaker of the House of Representatives, in the 





and that on Dental and Oral Surgery, we have been | Marble Room, Senate side of the Capitol, at 8 p. m. 
compelled to select the hall on the south-east corner Illumination of the Capitol from 8 to ro p. m. 
of Sixth and F streets, being less accessible on ac-| At the suggestion of our honored President, invi- 
count of the distance from this point. With regard | tations were sent to several of the most distinguished 
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physicians and surgeons in Europe, inviting their at- 
tendance or any contribution of papers which they 
might feel disposed to make at the present meeting. 

Several responses were received and one paper sent 
as a contribution, by Mr. A. Pearce Gould, F.R.C.s., 
of London. If itis the pleasure of the Association 
these letters will now be read. 


The Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements | 


embraces this opportunity to call attention to the 
flagrant and unexcusable manner in which the By- 
laws relating to the time of reporting titles of papers 
to be read before the Sections, and other matters to 


be included in the programme, has been disregarded. | 


The embarrassment to the committee occasioned 
by such neglect on the part of those who prepare 
papers, can only be appreciated by the unfortunate 
individual who is subjected to it, and he therefore 
earnestly hopes that some means may be found to 
enforce the law in this regard and spare the patience 
of his successor. More than one-half of the matter 


to appear in the programme was reported to the com- | 


mittee after the rst of April, notwithstanding a no- 
tice had been published in the official journal two 
months before, calling attention to the By-law on this 
point. He further begs leave to suggest that the 


office of Assistant Secretary (which at present seems | 


to be a superfluous one) be more specifically defined 
and its duties clearly and intelligently designated. 

In closing this report, the Chairman begs to ex- 
press his grateful acknowledgments to the whole com- 
mittee, for its hearty coéperation and support, but 
especially does he desire to return his thanks to the 
chairmen of the several sub-committees for their 
active and efficient assistance in prosecuting this vex- 
atious labor of love. 

ComMMUNICATIONS acknowledged by Dr. Garnett 
from A. Pearce Gould, F. R. c. s., of London, and 
from other eminent medical men of Europe, which 
on motion were received and filed. 


THE REGISTRATION.—The Secretary read the list | 


of registered delegates up to the time of the morning 
session, having been called to order, the whole num- 


ber being 590. On motion of Dr. J. M. Toner these | 


were confirmed. 

INviTED GuEsts.—Dr. J. H. Trumbull, of South 
America; Dr, Jonas A. Marshall, of Massachusetts ; 
Dr. F. R. Garloch, of Wisconsin, and the members 
of the Medical Association of the District of Colum- 
bia, not already members, were invited to seats in 
the meeting. 

A LETTER FROM Dr. JOHN L. ATLEE, of Pennsyl- 
vania, an ex-President of the Association, expressing 
his regret at being unable to attend the meeting, was 
read by the Secretary and ordered to be entered on 
the minutes, 


Vice-President Dr. R. A. Kinloch occupying the | 


chair, the President then delivered the annual ad- 
dress. 


On motion of Dr. Toner, thanks were tendered 


to the President for his address, and a copy was re-_ 


quested for publication. 
On motion of Dr. Toner the following was adopted : 
WHEREAS, it has come to the knowledge of the 
American Medical Association, that one of its former 
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| Presidents, and a surgeon of world-wide reputation, 
and whom we miss among us, is at this time confined 
to his room by serious illness. Therefore be it 

Resolved, ‘Yhat the American Medical Association 
extends Prof. S. D. Gross its heartfelt sympathy in 
his suffering, and expresses its earnest hope for his 
speedy and complete recovery, and many years of 
usefulness in the profession he has so signally adorned, 
and for the enjoyment of the well-earned reputation 
he has won throughout the world. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions may 
be conveyed by the Secretary to Prof. Gross. 

On motion of Dr. A. L. Gihon, of the U. S. 
Navy, that portion of the President’s address refer- 
ring to Professor Gross was ordered to be telegraphed 
to him at once, as an appropriate form of expression 
‘of the sentiments of the Association. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of La., stated that he had 
| only recently come from the bedside of Dr, Gross, 
| who, when asked whether he had any word to send to 
the Association, said, in a feeble voice: ‘‘ Give them 
| my love.’’ 

On motion of Dr. L, A. Sayre, of New York, the 
resolutions offered by Dr. Toner were ordered to be 
telegraphed to Dr. Gross. And, on motion of Dr. 

|W. L. Schenck, of Kansas, it was further resolved 
| that the expression of love on the part of Dr. Gross 
toward the Association be acknowledged and recip- 
rocated. 

The Secretary read the following telegram from 
Dr. W. O. Baldwin, of Alabama : 

Pass CurisTIAN, Miss., May 5, 1884. 
Dr.: Austin Flint, Sr., President Am. Med. Ass'n, 

Washington : 

I deeply regret my inability to be with you; my 
failure to attend is due wholly to ill-health. You 
| know how sincerely my heart is with you. May God 
| prosper the good work. I am banished here on ac- 
count of poor health. 


| 


W. O. Batpwin. 

On motion, it was ordered to be entered on the 
minutes. 

On motion of Dr. Sayre, that portion of the Pres- 
ident’s address suggesting that the International Med- 
ical Congress be invited to meet in this country in 
1887, was referred to a special committee of five, of 
which Dr. Billings should be the chairman. 

_ Several resolutions were offered regarding that por- 
tion of the President’s address relating to medical 
ethics, for which the following, by Dr. Ferguson, of 
New York, was finally substituted and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That that portion of the President’s ad- 
dress referring to the subject of medical ethics be re- 
ferred to a committee of seven, to report upon the 
recommendations therein contained as speedily as 
possible. 

The titles of several papers not on the printed list 
were then read, and, on motion, they were referred 
for reading before the appropriate Sections. 

Dr. A. Blumberg, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. B. F, 
Shreeve, of Iowa, were invited to seats in the meet- 
ing, and the session was thenadjourned until Wednes- 
day at 10 A. M. 
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WEDNESDAY—SECOND DAY. } 


The meeting was called to order at 10 a. m. by the | 
President. A prayer was offered by the Rev. W. A. 
Bartlett, D.pD. 

The President formally announced the death of | 
Professor Samuel D. Gross, of Philadelphia, and ap- | 
pointed the following committee to take such action | 
as it might think proper in the matter: Dr. T. G. 
Richardson, of Louisiana; Dr. L. A. Sayre, of New | 
York; Dr. J. H. Packard, of Pennsylvania; Dr. F. 
H. Hamilton, of New York; Dr. Moses Gunn, of | 
Illinois ; Dr. W. T. Briggs, of Tennessee; and Dr. 
I. M. Hays, of Pennsylvania. On motion of Dr. H. 
C. Ghent, of Texas, the President of the Association | 
was added to the committee as its chairman. The | 
Secretary read the following dispatch from Dr. | 
Samuel W. Gross: 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 6, 1884. 
Dr. W. B. Atkinson, Secr etary American Medical | 

Association, Washington, D.C. : 

The resolution and extract received too late. Con- | 
vey to the Association the warm thanks of the family | 
for its great kindness and consideration. 

S. W. Gross. 

On motion this dispatch was ordered to be entered | 
on the minutes. 

Dr. Garnett, of the Committee of Arrangements, | 
presented some protests, which were referred to the 
Judicial Council. 

On his motion, Dr. C. D. Alton, of Connecticut, 
and Dr. A. W. Adair, of Iowa, were invited to seats. 

The Permanent Secretary called the roll, and an- | 
nounced as the Committee on Nominations : | 

Alabama, Jerome Cochrane ; Arkansas, P. O. | 
Hooper; California, F, W. Hatch, Sr.; Colorado, | 
Jesse Hawes ; Connecticut, G. L. Porter; District 
of Columbia, J. W. H. Lovejoy; Dakota Ter., Hec- | 
tor Galloway ; Delaware, W. Marshall ; Florida, R. | 
B. Burroughs; Georgia, W. F. Holt ; Illinois, E. P. 
Cook ; Indiana, T. B. Harvey ; lowa, H. C. Hunts- | 
man; Kansas, F. F. Dickman; Kentucky, W. H. 
Wathen ; Louisiana, T. G. Richardson; Maine, F. 
C. Thayer; Maryland, J. S. Lynch; Michigan, H. 
F, Lyster ; Mississippi, B. A. Duncan ; Minnesota, D. | 
Leasure ; Massachusetts, Chas. A. Savory ; ; Missouri, 
N. F. Essig ; North Carolina, C. J,O. Hagner ; New | 
Hampshire, J. W. Parsons ; Nebraska, S. D. Mercer ; 
New Jersey, Jos. Parrish; New York, J. W. S. 
Gouley ; Ohio, W. M. Beach; Pennsylvania, J. B. 
Murdock ; Rhode Island, Jas. H. Eldredge ; South 
Carolina, Wm. Huger; Tennessee, Duncan Eve ; 
Texas, J. H, Pope; Vermont, Henry D. Holton; 
Virginia, Alex, Harris; W. Virginia, Geo. Beard ; 
Wisconsin, Wm, Fox; U. S. Army, J. R. Smith; 
U. S. Navy, N. L. Bates; U.S. Marine Hospital, 
Walter Wyman, 

The President appointed the following general 
committee on his annual address: Dr. 
Dr. W. W. Dawson, Dr. W. T. Briggs, Dr. 


| 


ay 8, 
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to restrict, by legislative action, 


mals ; 


N. S. Davis, | 
_any interference with the progress of medical science 








T rhe committee sscsaaenel to frame resolutions in 
| favor of securing more competent medical and sani- 
_ tary service on board trans-oceanic passenger vessels 
reported, through its chairman, Dr. A. N. Bell, of 
New York, that a bill had been prepared and pre- 
sented to Congress which covered the matter, 

Dr. T. D. Keyser, of Pennsylvania, made some re- 


_marks on the subject, and on motion of Dr. Foster 


Pratt, of Michigan, these points were referred to the 


| committee, which was continued. 


Dr. Irwin, of Canada, by invitation, made some 
_Temarks on the subject. 

Dr, Gihon asked that Dr. 
ideas. 

On motion of Dr. Foster Pratt it was 

Resolved, That the Report of Progress by the 


Irwin formulate his 


_ Committee be accepted, that the Committee be con- 
_ tinued and instructed to report upon the condition 


_of the subject at the next session of the Association ; 
also, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Associatiou 
now in session urge upon Congress through the re- 


| spective Committees on Commerce of the Senate and 
| House of Representatives the necessity of suitable and 


efficient legislation, to promote the well-being of 
emigrants to this country, and to protect our public 
health. 

Dr. J. V. Shoemaker, of Pennsylvania, Chairman 
of Section on Practice, delivered his address. 

On motion of Dr. W. Brodie, of Michigan, it was 
referred to that Section. 

Dr. T. A. Reamy, of Ohio, Chairman of Section 


| on Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, delivered his 


address. 

On motion, the address was referred to that Sec- 
tion. 

On motion, Dr, LeBaron Botsford and Dr. L. Ste- 
vens, of Canada, and Dr. J. W. Hanna, were invited 
to seats with the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Henry H. Smith, of Pennsyl- 


| vania, seconded by Dr. P. D. Keyser, of Pennsylva- 
-nia, and Dr. J. C. Dalton, of New York, the foliow- 
ing was adopted : 


WuerEAs, It appears that an effort is being made 
the practice of in- 
vestigation in medical science by experiments on ani- 
and 

Wuereas, In the opinion of this Association such 
restriction is not needed for the guidance of medical 
men in their investigations, and would be an injury 


_and a hindrance to the pursuit of medical knowledge 
and the improvement of the medical art ; 


therefore 

Resolved, That a standing committee of seven 
be appointed by the President of the Association, to 
be known as the ‘‘ Committee on Experimental Med- 
icine of the American Medical Association,’’ charged 
with the duty of opposing, by all legitimate means, 


Prewitt, Dr. D. W. Stormont, and Dr. H. B. Ransom. _by unwise or ill-considered legislation. 


As the ‘Special Committee, he named the following 


gentlemen: Dr. J. S. Billings, Dr, L. A. Sayre, Dr. 
R. H. Fitz, Dr. I. M. Hays, and Dr. H. F. 
Campbell. 





| C. Johnson, of Maryland ; Dr. J. C. Dalton, of New 


The President appointed as the Committee: Dr. 
|H. C. Wood, of Pennsylvania; Dr. Wm. Pepper, of 
| Pennsylvania ; Dr. Jas. Tyson, of Pennsylvania; Dr. 
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York; Dr. A. Flint, ss , “api New York ; and Dr. 
S. Billings, of United States Army. 
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which exact knowledge has not yet been obtained 


| for a majority of the infectious and pestilential mala- 


Dr. LeGrand Atwood, of Missouri, on behalf of the | dies which afflict the human race ; and 


St. Louis Medical Society, presented a paper object- | 
ing to the practice of physicians connected with col- 
leges, etc., advertising, etc. 

The matter was referred to the Judicial Council. 

Dr. D. Benjamin, of New Jersey, offered the fol- | 
lowing : 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly urges up- 
on all American medical colleges the necessity of ele- 
vating the standard of education at least so far as | 
to require a preliminary examination ; a three years’ 
course ; a register of attendance, and practical dem- | 
onstrations of diagnostic skill. 

After much discussion, a motion to lay it on the | 
table was lost, and after some further discussion, the 
resolution as offered was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. J. H. Packard, of Pennsylvania, 
certain amendments to the Constitution and By-laws 
offered at Richmond, were made the special order for | 
Thursday, immediately after the addresses for that 
day. 

The Permanent Secretary read an invitation from | 
Prof. Baird of the United States Fish Commission, 
for the members of the Association to visit the institu- | 
tion and observe the hatching of shad, which, on 
motion, was received with thanks, 

On motion, the Association adjourned until Thurs- | 
day, at 10 A. M. | 

THURSDAY—THIRD DAY. 


The Association was called to order by the Presi- | 
dent at 10 A. M., and prayer was offered by the Rev. 
W. Paret, D.D. 

On motion of Dr. J. M. Taller, it was | 

Resolved, That the records of the meeting held at | 
St. Paul, in 1882, be so corrected as to show that the 
organic law was then so amended as to leave the date | 
of meeting of the Association to the Nominating 
‘Committee. 

The President appointed the following committee | 
to nominate trustees of the Journal to fill the ogg | 
cies occasioned by expiration of term: Dr. E. 
Ferguson, of New York; Dr. W. T. Briggs, of Ten- 
nessee; Dr. J. E. Reeves, of West Virginia; Dr. T. 
F, Prewitt, of Missouri; Dr. George Peck, of the | 
navy; and Dr. D. W. Stormont, of Kansas. 

The committee appointed to urge the provision of | 
commodious and fire-proof buildings for the Army | 
Medical Museum and the Library of the Surgeon- | 
General’s Office reported that a memorial to Con- 
gress recommending that $5,000 be appropriated for 
the improvement of the museum had not been acted 
upon in the committee of Congress; but that the 
committee had reported favorably to an appropria- 
tion of $10,000 for the library. The report was 
accepted, and the committee continued. 

Dr. George M. Sternberg, vu. s. A., offered the fol- | 
lowing : 

WHEREAS, 


We recognize our responsibility as 


better to prevent than to cure disease ; and. 
Wuereas, Intelligent measures of prevention re- 


| 
‘guardians of the public health, and the fact that it is | 
«quire an exact knowledge of the causes of disease, 


| pared with the subject herein referred to ; 


| sentatives, 
| United States, and to the Chairman of the Commit- 


| Association, 


WuereEas, The extension of our knowledge in 


| this direction calls for the persistent and intelligent 
efforts of men specially trained for such investiga- 
| tions, and brings no pecuniary reward ; and 


WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States 
has heretofore made liberal appropriations for scien- 
tific investigations relating to geology, natural his- 
tory, the diseases of domestic animals, etc., all of 
which are evidently secondary in importance as com- 
therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That we earnestly petition the Congress 
of the United States to make suitable appropriations 
for the prosecution of scientific researches relating to 
the cause and prevention of the infectious diseases of 


the human race, to be expended under the direction 
_of the National Board of Health, and that the per- 


manent detail of one medical officer of the army, and 


_one of the navy, be authorized for the prosecution of 
_ researches of this nature. 


Resolved, That a committee of five members of 


this Association be appointed to present copies of 


this resolution to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
to the President of the Senate of the 


tees of Public Health of the House and of the 
Senate. 

On motion the resolutions were adopted, and the 
President appointed the following named gentlemen 
to constitute the committee: Dr. Sternberg (Chair- 
man), Dr. Albert L. Gihon, vu. s. n.; Dr. I. M. 
Hays, Pennsylvania; Dr. J. C. Dalton, New York, 
and Dr. J. E. Reeves, West Virginia. 

Dr. Keller, of Arkansas, offered some resolutions 
on cremation, but was ruled out of order. 

Dr. J. S. Billings, of the Committee on Inter- 
national Medical Congress, presented the following : 

The Committee to which was referred that part of 
the President’s address, relating to the proposed 


D. | meeting of the International Medical Congress in 


the United States, in 1887, has the honor to report 
that it has conferred, so far as the limited time at its 
disposal would allow, with leading members of the 
representing all parts of the country, 
and that the sentiment appears to be practically 
unanimous in favor of carrying out the suggestions 
made by the President. 

The Committee accordingly respectfully submits 
the following resolutions with the recommendation 
that they be adopted by the Association: 

Resolved, 1. That a Committee of seven, of which 
Dr. Austin Flint, the President of this Association 
shall be a member, shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent. 

2. It shall be the duty of this Committee to extend 


_in behalf of the medical profession of the United 
States to the International Medical Congress, about 
to meet at Copenhagen, a cordial invitation to have 
the next International Medical Congress meet at 
Washington, D. C., 

Resolved, 


in 1887. 
That the Committee shall elect its 
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own officers, and that, in case the invitation is ac- c- | required to transfer to the editor of the Jounsay t the 


cepted, it shall proceed to act as an Executive Com- | 
mittee, with full power to fix the time and to make 


all necessary and suitable arrangements for the meet- | 
ing of such Congress, and to solicit funds for this | 


purpose. 
That the Committee shall have power to ada to its 


membership, to perfect its organization, and that to_ 


meet the preliminary expenses of printing, postage, 
etc., the chairman of this Committee is authorized 
to draw upon the Treasurer of this Association for an 
amount not exceeding four hundred dollars. 
(Signed. ) J. S. Bm.uincs, 
L. A. SAYRE, 
I. Minis Hays, 
H. F. CampBEL. 
R. W, Foster not present. 
On motion the report was adopted. 
Dr. J. M. Toner, on behalf of the Board of Trus- 


tees, then presented their report and the report of | 


the editor, Dr. N. S. Davis. 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

The Board of Trustees of the American Medical 
Association, for journalizing and publishing its trans- 
actions, beg leave to lay before the Association the 
following report of their operations for the year: 

It is well known to the Association that after much 
deliberation, and various reports by special commit- 


tees to whom the consideration of the question of | 


journalizing its transactions had been at different 
times referred, finally in June, 1883, 


‘¢ Resolved, That the interests of the Association | 


would be promoted by the publication of its transac- 
tions in a weekly medical journal under its own con- 
trol, instead of an annual volume as heretofore, pro- 
vided it could be done without involving pecuniary 


embarrassment, or so far engrossing its funds as to | 


prevent the annual encouragement of original inves- 
tigations by its members.’’—JOURNAL OF THE AMER- 
IcAN MEpiIcaL AssociATION, Vol. 1, p. 4 

A detailed account of the plan and scope of the 


journal, and its probable cost per year, was given in| 


the report referred to, as well as its place of issue 
named. 

The place of publication, however, was determined 
by competitive bids from reliable publishing houses 
in several of the large cities, and A. G. Newell, 
publisher, of Chicago, being the lowest, the con- 
tract was awarded to him. 

By a fortunate coincidence, the editor selected re- 
sided in the same city. 

One of the resolutions accepting the report, chang- | 
ing the form of publication, and giving effect to its 
provisions and recommendations, is in the following | 
language. 

‘Resolved, That the Board of Trustees are hereby | 
instructed to proceed with the publication of the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, at as 
early a day as is practicable, to take the place of the | 
annual volume of transactions, and that the duties | 
formerly devolved upon the Standing Committee | 
of Publication be transferred to the Board of Trus- | 
tees, and that the Secretaries of the Association, 
during or immediately after each annual séssion, be 


_record of proceedings, addresses, and all written re- 
ports of committees and officers, papers and contri- 
butions, that may be referred for publication, either 
in general sessions or in any of the Sections. 

The Board of Trustees first organized at St. Paul 
by electing officers, and made their report recom- 
mending the establishment of the JouRNAL at Cleve- 
land, in June, 1883, from which we just quoted. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, the veteran projector, stezdfast 
friend, and wise promoter of the best interests of the 
American Medical Association, was unanimously 
selected by the Board as editor of the JoURNAL. 

The report was comprehensive, and outlined the 
plan upon which the JouRNAL was to be conducted, 
and the class of advertisements to be admitted, which 
has been adhered to. A constitution for the govern- 
ment of the Board of Trustees was drafted and 

_ adopted at the Cleveland meeting. 

The rule laid down in the report relating to adver- 
tisements is in the following words: ‘‘ Advertise- 
ments from all medical educational institutions and 
hospitals open for clinical instruction, from book 
publishers, pharmaceutists, instrument-makers, and 
all other legitimate business interests. But all adver- 
tisements of proprietary, trade-mark, copyrighted or 
patented medicines should be excluded. Neither 
should any advertisements be admitted with one or 
more names of members of the profession as indors- 
ers, having their officinal titles or positions attached. 

‘‘In other words, no advertisements should be ad- 
mitted which fairly contravene, in letter or in spirit, 
the principles of the National Code of Ethics.’’ 

—-JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Vol. I, p. 6. 

This regulation is a wise restraint, tending to ele- 
vate the dignity of the JouRNAL ; but it, at the same 
time, deprives it of a considerable revenue. 

A weekly issue of 3,500 copies, containing the pa- 
pers recommended by the Association for publication 
and original contributions, such as are usually ad- 
mitted to first-class medical journals, was begun in 
July last, and mailed to members, subscribers and 
exchanges. 

The number printed was slightly in excess of the 
number of members and subscribers, so as to have a 
residue on hand, and the number has consequently 
been gradually increased until the issue has reached 
3,800. 

The character and appearance of the Journal is 
familiar to all. That the publication of the trans- 
action in the weekly JouRNAL form has proven more 
acceptable to the members than the annual volumes, 
is manifest. 

The proceedings and papers of the Association 
can now reach the members within the first quarter 
after the meeting, and besides, the Journal furnishes 


| six times as much reading matter during the year, in- 


cluding the latest medical news and progress in medi- 
cine, as was given under the old method of publica- 
tion. 

The enterprise was at the start something of a 
financial venture, and like most new departures has 
been more or less hampered for want of funds. 





1884. | 


It is gratifying to find, sidan: , that this scan 
of publication increasing interest has been aroused | 
among the old members of the Association. 

The remarkable increase in the income of the As- 


sociation may be taken as the indubitable evidence | 


of approbation, 

This is made apparent when we contrast the total 
increase of the Association from annual dues of mem- 
bers and sale of transactions for a series of years with 
the past ones. 

The Treasurer’s account shows the following re- 
ceipts for the fespective years: 

Namely 1877, reported at Buffalo in 1878..$ 5,439-75 
‘« 1878, reported at Atlantain 1879 5,483.16 
‘« 1879, reported at New York in 


ITP ETC T eT TCT eT 3,879.34 
‘¢ 1880, reported at Richmond in 

SEPE i ccessarvecvevecseece 7,409.89 
‘« 1881, reported at St. Paulin 1882 3,304.00 
«« 1882, reported at Cleveland in 

TBBZ. coe veccvccsccccccens 4535-30 
‘¢ 1883, reported at Washington in 

TBBA. ccc ccccccccsvencvess 13,017.25 


From subscriptions, sale of Index, and advertise- 
ments to May 5, the income for the year ending with 
this meeting, you will observe, shows a very marked 
increase of funds, nearly double that of any former 
year, and will be further augmented by assets due the 
JouRNAL, and payable at the end of this quarter. 

What the amount may aggregate at the end of the 
year cannot now be stated with exactness. 


But the editor in his clear and comprehensive re- 
port on the management and prospects of the Jour- 
NAL to this Board, however, gives a close approxima- 
tion to the amount of assets at the close of the 
publication year, which will appear farther on. 

Dr. Dunglison reports, May 5, that the 
sources and amounts of income for the 








year 1884 on hand from last year..... $ 903.95 
Received during the past year from sale 

eA ere Peer eee ee 198.00 
From members and delegates at Cleve- 

eR Or ere eee eer ee 5,008.75 
And from the office of publication, from 

subscriptions, advertisements, etc..... 7,810.50 

er rere ere $13,921.20 

The expenses incurred in publishing the 

JouURNAL for the first three quarters of 

the year and the three first numbers of 

the last quarter, and already paid 

from the treasury on vouchers properly 

CD in dP PP er ha cis cslts wed 85% 2 $8,808.66% | 
Drawn on account of editorial work... 752.12 


Total amount drawn from the treasury 

on account of the JoURNAL, on the or- 

der of the Editor, countersigned by 

the President of the Board of ‘Trus- 

WO, Bis nonce WA Paes woe es oes $9,560.78% 

It will require about $1,800 to complete the publi- 
cation of the last quarter of the TouRNAL, and there 
is due the editor for the year’s salary $5,247.88. 
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| The treasurer’s statement just salina to shows 
that there remains in the treasury, May 5, 1884, 
| $2,212.07. The assets from unpaid subscriptions, 
| and from contracts for advertisements which fall due 
at the end of this quarter, and which are deemed 
perfectly good, will yield a sufficient sum to complete 
the volume. 

The year will therefore, we believe, close with a 
surplus in the treasury over all expenses, including 
Editor’s salary, of about $500. 

The Editor’s report furnishes important data to the 
Board, and will also give desirable information to the 
Association, and is, therefore, incorporated as a part 
of the report of this Board of Trustees to the Asso- 
ciation. I now request that if present, the Editor, 
Dr. N. S. Davis, may read his report for me. 


REPORT OF THE EDITOR TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


When the undersigned entered upon the discharge 
of his duties, and the Board of Trustees adjourned at 
the meeting in Cleveland the first week in June, 
1883, it was understood that the actual number of 
members of the Association and subscribers to be 
| supplied with the JouRNAL would not exceed 2,500, 
'and that 1,000 extra copies would be sufficient to 
afford a moderate number each week to be used as 
| specimens for inviting more subscriptions, and leave 
_a sufficient surplus to supply any additions that would 
be made through the year, Consequently, Mr. A. 
G. Newell, successor to the firm of Tucker, Newell & 
Co., to whom had been awarded the contract for 
publishing the JouRNAL, was notified to be in readi- 
ness to commence such publication on the 1st day of 
| July, 1883, and the manuscript for the first number 
was placed in his hands in time for issue at that date. 
But the many incidental details required the adjusting 
_ of forms, apportioning new type to the wants of medical 

writing, the arranging of printed mail lists, and or- 
ganizing of folders, stitchers, wrappers, etc., actually 
delayed the first issue to the middle of July. And 
the same causes prevented the regaining of prompt 
issues on time for the first three months, ‘These em- 
barrassments were greatly increased by the inefficiency 
of the foreman of the printing department both in 
arranging his forms and in making the corrections 
marked by the proof-reader. 

By the exercise of much patience, however, all 
these obstacles were finally removed, and the estab- 
lishment secured the services of a very competent 

foreman, a fairly well-skilled proof-reader, and a 
_ well-drilled corps of folders, wrappers, and mailers, 
under whose hands the JOURNAL has been mailed with 
almost uniform regularity on the day of its date 
(Saturday of each week) for the last four or five 
/ months, 

Circulation.—Before the time for issuing the fourth 
number it became apparent that more than 3,500 
copies would be required each week, if any were to 
_ be used, either to supply extras to writers or for sam- 
ples to other parties. 

Accordingly, the number issued each week was in- 
creased to 3,800, and has been continued at that 
rate until the present time. 

| The first three-quarters (nine months) of the Jour- 
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nal year closed March 31, 1884. Up to that time 


the total number of names received from the Treas- | 


urer, as members having paid their dues and entitled 
to the JOURNAL, was 2,069. 

In addition, there had been received 1,202 names 
of subscribers, a large part of them by pledge, before 
the issue of the first number of the JouRNAL. 


In addition, further, 165 copies are sent each week 


to exchanges and correspondents at home and abroad, | 


making the total regular weekly circulation at the 


present time 3,436, of which 3,271 are to members of | 
the Association who have paid their dues for the cur- | 


rent year and to actual subscribers. Of the 1,202 of 


the latter class, 650 have already paid their subscrip- | 


tions at this office, leaving 552 still unpaid. Some 
remittances are being received from these daily, with 
a prospect that very nearly all will be paid before the 
end of the JouRNAL year. It is thus seen that the 
actual circulation of the JOURNAL has considerably ex- 


ceeded the estimates made at the last meeting of your | 


Board. 


Advertising.—Coincident with the issue of the first 
number of the JOURNAL, a circular letter, accom- 


panied by a card containing a scale of advertising | 


rates, and explaining the merits of the JoURNAL as 
an advertising medium, was sent to the officers of 


medical colleges, drug manufacturers, instrument- | 


makers, etc.; soliciting patronage. As nearly all the 
annual medical college advertising is placed in May 


and June, it was too late in the season to secure more | 


than a very few advertisements from that source. A 
few of the larger and better class of drug manufac- 
turing firms promptly responded with page advertise- 


ments, payments to be made at the end of each) 


quarter. Many offers of advertisements were re- 
ceived from advertising agents and business firms, 
but of such a character as were precluded from ac- 
ceptance by the rule adopted by the Association. 
Still the advertising patronage has slowly increased. 
During the month of March, another circular letter 
was sent to nearly all the medical colleges in the 
country ; and in consequence several good advertise- 
ments have been received during the last few days. 


Notwithstanding the restrictions already alluded 
to, the amount received on account of advertisements 
up to March 31, was $809.50. ‘The amount due at 
that date, but not paid, for advertisements during 
the third quarter, $1,000, and there will accrue dur- 
ing the fourth quarter more than $1,200, making the 
total from advertising department during the first 
year at least $3,000. 


Total income first g months.—From the foregoing 
facts it will be seen, that, counting the 2,069 mem- 
bers whose names have been furwarded to the publi- 
cation office by the Treasurer, as having each paid 
$5, the aggregate receipts by the Treasurer from that 
source up to the end of the third quarter of the 
JOURNAL year is $10,345. The actual receipts from 
subscribers at the office of publication, up to same 
date, is $2,293; and from advertising $809.50, mak- 
ing the total at this office $3,102.50, all of which 
has been paid into the treasury, and receipts taken 
erefor. This makes the supposed total receipts on 
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_account of the first three-quarters of the JouRNAL 
year $13,447.50. 

In the 650 subscribers reported to have paid at the 
office of publication, are included 52 who have paid 
since the 31st of March, and 37 whose subscriptions 
net only $4, each on account of the deduction of 20 
| per cent., or $1, commissions to book and periodical 
dealers who procure subscribers; and 170 at the 
same rate furnished in one bundle to the Surgeon- 
General’s office, for the use of the medical depart- 
ment of the U. S. Army, and on which there is un- 
paid the last half year, amounting to $340, and 
which will be paid at the end of the fourth quarter. 
These facts will explain the difference between the 
| nominal proceeds of 650 subscribers reported to have 

paid, (but 17¢ of which had actually paid only for 
the first half of the. year), and the sum reported to 
have been actually received up to March 31, 1884. 
Additional receipts to be expected during the 
fourth quarter.—In regard to the income that may 
be expected during the fourth and last quarter of the 
_Journat year, I think the $340. from the medical 
department of the United States Army, and the 
$2,000 from advertisers, may be considered entirely 
reliable. From the 552 subscribers who have not yet 
paid, there is due $2,760; which added to the other 
sums named would make an aggregate of $5,100. If 
we add this to the actual receipts of the ‘first shree- 
quarters, it will make the total income of the Asso- 
| ciation on account of membership fees and subscrip- 
tions, etc., for the JoURNAL year, $18,547.50. 

Expenditures. —The total amount drawn by orders 
on the Treasurer of the Association and approved by 
| the President of your Board, for the payment of pub- 
lication expenses, as by contract with the printers, 
and for cuts, stereotype plates, clerk hire, U. S. 
_ postage bills and expressage for the first quarter was 

$3,152.98; for the second quarter, $2,348.24; and 
third quarter, $2,670.04; making a total of publica- 
_ tion expenses for the first three quarters of $8,171.26. 
| Estimating the publication expenses of the fourth 
| quarter nearly the same as the third, viz.: $2,720, it 
would make the total publication expenses of the 
| Journat for the first year $10,891.25. There has 
_ been drawn from the treasury on account of editorial 
_work during the first three quarters of the year 
| $721.63. If we add this to the total publication ex- 
/penses for the year it makes an aggregate of 
| $11,612.88. 
| This is $1,834.62 less than the total actual re- 

ceipts of the first three quarters of the JOURMAL year, 
and $6,134.62 less than the total receipts, with the 
_ estimated income of the fourth quarter added. If we 
_deduct from this the unpaid balance of the $6,000 
| appropriated to the editorial department, namely 
$5,278.37, it would leave a balance or surplus in the 
treasury as the result of the first year of journalistic 
work of $1,656.25. If we make the libéral allow- 
ance of $1,000 for the necessary current expenses of 
the Association for the year, there will still be a 
balance of over $500 in the treasury. 

There is a reasonable certainty, therefore, that the 
aggregate receipts for the year will pay all the expen- 
ditures belonging to the publication of the JOURNAL, 
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“a leave a saan sufficient to meet all the neces- 
sary current expenses of the Association. 

JouRNALs on hand.—Immediately after the close of 
the first volume of the JOURNAL, we requested all 
members and subscribers to examine their files and 
inform us at once of any missing numbers, and we 
would supply them without additional charge. This 
brought a considerable number of applications, all of 
which were supplied, consequently if there are any | 
whose volumes are still incomplete, it is their own | 
fault. Owing to the printing of only 3,500 of the | 
first numbers, and the sending out of some as sam- 
ple copies, numbers two, six and sixteen of volume 
one are exhausted. Of the remaining numbers of 
that volume, there remain on hand about fifty copies | 
of each. Of the numbers thus far issued of volume 
two, between two and three hundred of each have ; 
been carefully reserved to supply such new members | 
as might come inat the present annual meeting in | 
Washington, and desire the volume complete. | 

It is proper I should state in simple justice to the | 
present publisher of the JouRNAL, that he has faith- 
fully adhered to his contract in every particular. The | 
paper furnished has been very uniform in quality, and | 
every effort has been made to correct defects, whether | 
in the skill of employes or in the lack of material, | 
and the improvements made during the past six | 
months have been too marked to be denied by any im- | 
partial reader. He has enlarged his room accommo- 
dations, furnished additional type as needed, and | 
within the last few days put in an additional press. | 
And should the publication be continued in his | 
hands, he will cheerfully and promptly remedy any 
other defects and make any change in the style or | 
arrangement of the JouRNAL that may be desired by 
its managers. The experience of the present year | 
having demonstrated a fair financial basis for the | 
JOURNAL, the editor could safely begin the next vol- | 
ume with two or three additional paid correspondents 
in Europe, and one in each ofthe chief medical cen- | 
ters in our own country. He could use a moderate | 
sum in payment for important reporting, and for 
papers containing the results of original investigations. | 
In a word, he could double the amount hitherto paid 
for such work, and at the same time feel some confi- | 
dence that in devoting more of his own time and | 
thought to improvements in every department of the 
work he would not be without a fair financial remu- | 
neration. It is thus the enterprise can and will grow | 
in allits relations from year to year, provided there | 
is sufficient stability in the management to make the 
experience ofeach year available for improvements | 
in the next. That the JourNat has already exerted | 
a very important influence in diffusing a better knowl- | 
edge of the plan of organization, by-laws, and ethics | 
of the Association, and in correcting errors and mis- 
chievous misrepresentations, we have the testimony | | 
of several of the most eminent men in the profession. | 
But its proper work in these directions is only just | 
begun. 
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The fact that nearly all the reports and papers re- | 
ferred for publication were printed during the first | 
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maining part of the time, shows that it is exerting a 
strong influence in encouraging more active investi- 
gations and attracting more attention; while finan- 
cially it has caused more than double the number of 
members to pay their annual dues and retain their 
membership than had paid in any one of the past five 
years, At the same time, it has received one-third of 
its patronage from outside of the membership of the 
Association. Much the larger part of this has come 
from the profession located in the States west of the 
Alleghany mountains, where the field for the circula- 
tion of a large weekly journal is less occupied than 
in the New England and Middle Atlantic States. 


But having stated as briefly and clearly as possible 
the development and status of the JouRNAL thus far, 


| I leave the important enterprise in your hands, know- 


ing that it will receive your most full and careful at- 
tention. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
N. S. Davis, 
Editor JOURNAL OF AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

Chicago, May 1, 1884. 

The editor’s report, here presented, shows the 
financial condition of the JouRNAL to be in a satisfac- 
tory condition. 

The Treasurer’s report has been audited and found 
to correspond with the vouchers and orders of the 
Association upon the Treasury. 

The JourNat has been, we believe, conducted with 
‘economy, ability and judgment, and the best inter- 
ests of the Association kept steadily in view, and its 
| dignity maintained with rare discretion. 

It is confidently expected that the experience 
gained during the last year, with the assured increase 
of funds, will enable the Board of Trustees and 
/more especially the editor to greatly improve the 
JOURNAL. 

Greater experience in the work and a clearer com- 
| prehension of the requirements of the JouRNAL, with 
more trained and able contributors employed and 
liberally paid, and the whole available revenue of this 
enterprise put into the JouRNAL, will, before the end 
of the next year, place it in the front rank of medi- 
cal periodicals. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, April 11, 1884, by a letter to the 
Board, tendered his resignation as editor to take 
effect June 30, which would be at the end of the 


/ second volume of the JOURNAL. 


His letter is as follows: 

APRIL rr, 1884. 
To the Trustees of the American Medical Association 

Sor Journalizing tts Transactions : 

MeEssrs.:—As the time is near at hand when you 
are to meet for considering the important interests 
confided to you, and desiring to relieve you from all 
possible embarrassment from personal considerations, 
I hereby tender my resignation of the position of 
editor of the JouRNAL, to take effect at the close of 
the present volume, June 30, 1884. 

Yours truly, 
N. S. Davis. 

After a very careful canvass of the best interests of 


three months of the JourNAL, and that there has been | the JouRNAL, including propositions for a change of 
no lack of good original contributions during the re- | the location of publication and an available and unex- 
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ceptionable editor, a vote of the Board with but one | 
dissenting voice requested Dr, Davis to withdraw his | 
letter of resignation, to which Dr. Davis makes the | 
following reply: 

To the Board of Trustees for Journalizing the 

Transactions ; 

In presenting my resignation of the position of 
editor of the JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOUIATION, one month since, to take effect at the 
end of the JouRNAL year, I was actuated by a sincere 
desire to be relieved from so onerous an amount of 
labor on the one hand, and on the other, an equal desire 
to relieve the members of the Board from all merely 
personal considerations while considering questions | 
of future policy. But the same motives and im- | 
pulses which constrained me to yield to your invita- | 
tion to accept the position one year since, equally» 
impel me now to yield to your nearly unanimous re- 
quest that I withdraw the resignation tendered. I 
therefore defer to your judgment, and will dili- 
gently strive to make the JouRNAL better in the year 
to come than in that which has passed ; but at the 
end of that time must positively withdraw from a 
position involving so much labor and responsibility. | 

Yours truly, 
N. S. Davis, 


Editor of JoURNAL OF AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
WASHINGTON, May 7, 1884. 


The Board has therefore secured the services of | 
Dr. N. S. Davis as editor for the coming year. Bids | 
for the publication of the JouRNAL for this vear were 
solicited from leading publishing houses. We had | 
bids from New York, Philadelphia, Detroit, Wash- | 
ington, Portland and Chicago. 

The most favorable bid, however, was found to be | 
from the present publishers. It has therefore again | 
been awarded to A. G. Newell, of Chicago. 

All of which are respectfully submitted by direc- 
tion of the Board. 

J. M. Toner, Prest. Board of Trustees. 

Dr. J. H. Packard, of Pennsylvania, presented a | 
minority report. 

Minority Report of the Trustees of THE JOURNAL OF 
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, made to the | 
Association at Washington, D.C., May 8, 1884. 
In presenting a minority report to the Association, 

I obey a strong conviction that in no other way can 
I fulfil the duty resting upon me as one of the trus- | 
tees of your JouRNAL. I do so in no unfriendly spirit | 
towaid my colleagues, and without in any way re- 
flecting upon them, I have no hostility toward the | 
present editor of the JouRNAL, whose long and eminent 
services in the counsels of this body are too well known | 
to admit of even momentary question. Still less can 
I be suspected of a desire to hamper or weaken an en- 
terprise in which my interest has been for the last | 
four years most warmly enlisted, and, I think, amply 
shown. Perhaps I need hardly pause to deny the 
imputation of any personal motive, or of captious 
fault-finding. 


From the report of the majority of the Board of 
Trustees, it would appear that the Association is able 
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this year to meet the expenses incurred by it in the 
publication of the JouRNAL. Yet I am in possession 
of an official letter to me from the President of the 
Board, dated since the beginning of the year, in 
which it is stated that the editor has abstained from 
drawing his salary, and that we count upon his so 
abstaining for some time to come. Unless this state- 
ment is no longer correct I cannot but express to the 
Association my disapproval of such a state of affairs, 

It is not, however, in regard to the financial part 
of the matter that I feel called upon to dissent from 
the report offered by my colleagues. What I am con- 
strained to say is, that the JOURNAL has not, in my 
opinion, approached anywhere near the standard of 
what the organ of the associated medical profession 
of the United States should be. I am well aware 
that there are difficulties attending the inception of 
such an enterprise, but the defects of the JouRNAL are 


not of this kind, nor have they in any sense become 


less marked in the nine months of its existence. [ 


submit that the object of its establishment was not the 


mere ‘‘ Journalizing of the Transactions,’’ not the 
spreading out of the minutes of the Association, and 
of the papers read before it, over a year; the object 
was the setting up of a strong, wide-awake, high-toned 


| periodical, well-found in every respect, which should 
| be a medium of communication between the members 


of the profession all over the United States—the non- 


| sectional, non-partisan organ of the Association, which 


should enable it to more efficiently carry out the aims 
of its organization and maintenance. Such was cer- 
tainly the scheme contemplated and advocated in the 
reports presented by myself, and especially in the first 
one, read at Richmond in 1881. It is true that at the 


| outset there was a certain timidity in the movement, 


and a hesitation in striking out boldly from the shore. 
But the faith was there, and only needed develop- 


| ment. 


Such a journal as we require can only be carried 


on, I assert, by a thoroughly trained corps of quali- 
| fied editors, acting together in such a way that the 


work should go on without a perceptible break, even 


| if one or more of them should, in the chances of life, 


be disabled. It can be best done where there is ready 
access to large libraries, and to all the current litera- 
ture of the day, and where there is constant oppor- 


tunity for securing the best auxiliary work. Such 
contributions to its pages, like all others, should be 


properly and liberally paid for. 
Facilities for the mechanical execution of the work 


_are also essential, as its real success depends largely 
| upon the accuracy of and elegance of the printing, 


press-work, and general make-up, as well asthe punc- 


_tuality of its issue and distribution. 


None of these requirements seem to me to have 


| been adequately met or possessed by the JourRNAL of 
| the Association as heretofore conducted, and due re- 


spect for the interests of the Association compels me 
to state this as my sincere and deliberate judgment. 
The limited time at my disposal, with many inter- 
ruptions, must be my excuse for the brevity and, per- 
haps, the abruptness with which my views have been 
offered, but I trust I have made them clear. 
I beg to recommend that the resignation of Dr. 
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Davis as editor ree be sanaainiites and that t the asides | 
lication-office of the JouRNAL be transferred to some 
eastern city,—Washington, 
York. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Joun H. Packarp, 
Trustee. 

The President decided that the majority report | 
must first be considered. 

Dr. Kinloch made the point of order that the mi- | 
nority report should first be considered. 

Dr. A. Garcelon, of Maine, appealed from the de- | 
cision of the chair, the appeal was taken and the de- 
cision was reversed. 

A motion was then made that the minority report | 
be laid on the table. 

On this motion the ay2s and nays were demanded; 
while this was pending, the Committee of Nomina- 
tions offered their report, which was received : 

OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 1884—85. 

President, Henry F. .Campbell, 


Vice-President, S. D. Mercer, Nebraska; ‘Third 
Vice-President, J. W. Parsons, New Hampshire ; 
Fourth Vice-President, H. C, Ghent, Texas. 

Time and place of meeting, New Orleans, last Tues- 
day in April, 1885. 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL. 
To fill vacancy, 1886, J. K. Bartlett, Wis. 
To fill vacancy caused by expiration of term of 


Georgia; First | 


Vice-President, Jno. S$. Lynch, Maryland; Second | Franklin ; 
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| H. D. Hanawalt ; 
Philadelphia, or New | 
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5, Elder; Iowa, W. S. Dai a a 
Kentucky, J. A. Ireland ; Louisi- 
ana, S. E. Chaille ; Maine, T. A. Foster ; Maryland, 
| J. A. Stewart ; Massachusetts, Dr. Warner (Boston) ; 
| Michigan, Dr. Foster Pratt; Ohio, Dr. R. Harvey 
| Reed; Vermont, Dr. E. F. Upham; Minnesota, 
| Dr. Talbot Jones ; Missouri, T. F. Prewitt; Dela- 


ana, E. S 


_ware, L. P. Bush; Mississippi, Jno. Brownrig ; Ne- 


| 


| South Carolina, G. 


| braska, A.’ Hi. Sowers ; New Hampshire, A. P. Rich- 
| ardson ; New Jersey, Dr. Oakley ; New York, N. C. 
Husted ; Virginia, J. Edgar Chancellor ; Pennsylva- 
nia, J. D. Thomas; Rhode Island, Chas. H, Fisher ; 
| Tennessee, C. C. Fite; Texas, F. E. Daniel; West 
| Virginia, N. D. Baker; Wisconsin, J. T. Reeve; 
| United States Navy, Medical Director George Peck ; 
Manning Simmons ; United 


States Army, Jos. R. Smith (Surgeon); United 


States Marine Hospital, P. H. Bailache. 


| 


service, John H. Murphy, Minnesota; J. M. Toner, | 


District of Columbia; W. Brodie, Michigan; H. D. 
Holton, Vermont; A. B. Sloan, Missouri; W. B. 
Ulrich, Pennsylvania; Wm. Morrow Beach, Ohio. 
Secretary—W. B. Atkinson, Pennsylvania. 
Assistant Secretary—W. H. Watkins, Louisiana 
Treasurer—R. J. Dunglison, Pennsylvania. 
Librarian—C. H. A. Kleinschmidt, District of 
Columbia. 
SECTIONS, 


Practice of Medicine—Chairman, H. D. Didama, 
New York; Secretary, G. M. Garland, Massachu- 
setts. 

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women—Chairman, 
R. Stansberry Sutton, Pennsylvania; Secretary, J. 
T. Jelks, Arkansas. 

Surgery and Anatomy—Chairman, Duncan Eve, 
Tennessee ; Secretary, C. B. King, Pennsylvania. 

Ophthalmology, Otology and Laryngology—Chair- 
man, Jos. A. White, Virginia; Secretary, Eugene 
Smith, Michigan. 

Diseases of Children—Chairman, Jno. H. Pope 
Texas ; 
bia. 

State Medicine—Chairman, E. 
Missouri ; 

Oral and Dental Surgery—Chairman, A. W. Har- 
lan, Illinois ; Secretary, J. Ewing Mears, Pennsylva- 
nia. 

State Medicine—Arkansas, Jas. A. Dibrell, Sr.; 
Alabama, R. D. Webb; California, Dr. KF. W. 
Hatch ; Connecticut, Dr. C. W. Chamberlain ; 
District of Columbia, Dr. Smith Townsend ; Geor- 
gia, Dr. J. P. Logan; Illinois, J. H. Rauch : Indi- 


Secretary, S. S. Adams, District of Colum- 


W. Scheffler, 


Necrology—J. M. Toner, Chairman, D. C.; Dis- 
trict of Columbia, C. W. Tranzoni ; Alabama, C. H. 
Arkansas, W, N. Yates ; California, W. 
R. Clump; Colorado, Chas. Denison ; Georgia, J. 
G. Thomas ; Illinois, J. H. Hollister; Indiana, J. F. 
Hibbard; Kansas, C. V. Motram: Kentucky, D. S. 
Reynolds ; Maine, B. A. Ashby; Massachusetts, H. 
O. Marcy ; Michigan, Wm. F. Breakey ; Mississippi, 
Dr. Smythe ; Nebraska, R. C. Moore ; New York, J. 
Lewis Smith ; New Jersey, Stephen Wicks; Ohio, F. 
E. Larrimore ; Pennsylvania, I. Minis Hays; Rhode 
Island, W. E. Anthony; Tennessee, D. D. Saunders; 
South Carolina, T. T. Robertson ; Texas, Dr. Harris ; 


| Vermont, C. M. Chandler; Virginia, H. M. Clark- 


/M.D., Chairman; S. E. Chaillé, M.p., 


son ; W. Virginia, W. F. Van Kirk; U. S. A., W. 
R. Forward, (surg.); U. S. N., N. L. Bates, (med. 
inspector); U. S. M. H., H.W. Austin; N. H., E. E. 


- | Graves ; Wisconsin, J. K. Bartlett. 


Committee of Arrangements—Samuel D. Logan, 
E. S, Lewis, 
M.D., Joseph T. Scott, M.p., W. G. Austin, M.D., 
W. H. Watkins, M.p., J. P. Davidson, M.p., J. A. 
G. Fisher, M.p., Geo. W. Lewis, M.p., B. A. Pope, 
M.D., W. C. Wilson, M.pD., M. Schuppert, M.p., Geo. 
F Friedrichs, M.D., F. Loeber, M.p., D. Jamison, 
M.D., G. K. Pratt, M.p., L. F. Solomon, M.p., J. H. 
Bemiss, M.D., Geo. Lawrason, M.D., G. U. Gaudet, 
M.pD., Sam’ M. Bemiss, M.D., C, J. Bickham, M.D., 
Chas. Turpin, M.D., Jno. Carter, M.p., A. W. De- 
Roaldes, M.p., S. S. Herrick, M.p., W. S. Mitchell, 
M.bD.. E. T. Shepard, M.p,, E. Souchon, m.p., T. D. 


| Layton, M.D., T. 5S. Dabney, M.D., S. R. Olliphant, 


2 | Joseph Holt, m.p., P. B. McCutchon, m.p. 
| Parham, M.D., 
Jones, M.D., 


Secretary, J. M. McCormick, Kentucky. | 


M.D., Edward Harrison, M.p., A. B. Miles, M.p., 
ef H. 
G. B. Underhill, M.p., Stanhope 
E. Chassaignas, M.D., R. Dell’Orto, 
M.D. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, the report as read was 
unanimously adopted. 

After much discussion as to the calling of the ad- 
ditional names on the register prior to the call of the 
ayes and nays, the President decided that this list 
need not be called. 

The Permanent Secretary then called the roll. 

The minority report of the Board of Trustees was 
laid on the table by 191 ayes to 74 nays. 
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The majority report was then adopted. 
Dr. N. S. Davis, Chairman of the Committee on 


Meteorological Conditions and their Relations to the | 


Prevalence of Acute Diseases, read his report. 

On motion, the report was accepted, with a recom- 
mendation for its publication in the JOURNAL. 

Dr. Davis reported, with regard to the Collective 
Investigation of Disease Committee, that a proposi- 
tion from a similar committee of the British Medical 
Association be accepted; that a central general com- 


mittee of this Association, consisting of seven mem- | 


bers, be appointed by the President to carry it into 
effect, with power to appoint a sub-committee in each 
State, either directly or through the State Societies, 
to correspond with the same committee of the British 


Medical Association, and report annually to this | 


body ; and that a sum not to exceed $300 be appro- 
priated for the use of the general committee, to pros- 
ecute the work. 

On motion, the report and recommendations were 
adopted. 

Dr. Davis, on behalf of the Judicial Council, re- 
ported: 

REPORT OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL. 


1st. In the case of Dr. S. S. Goode, who presented 
credentials as a delegate from the Somerset County 
(Pa.) Medical Society, it was decided that said So- 
ciety was not entitled to representation in this Asso- 
ciation, for the reason that it had never been recog- 
nized by representation in the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania, such recognition being neces- 
sary under the constitution of this Association. 

2nd. In the case of H. G. Sherman, whose regis- 
tration as a delegate from the Cuyahoga County Med- 
ical Society, Ohio, was protested against, after a par- 
tial investigation the protest was withdrawn, and the 
registration permitted to proceed. 
developed during the investigation rendering it prob- 
able that said County Society had not been, in the 
past, as faithful in requiring its members to observe 
the rules uf ethics, as would be desirable if it re- 
mains a constituent of this body. 

3rd. In the case of Dr. D. W. Day, which was 
originally adjudicated at the meeting in St. Paul, and 
a petition for a rehearing made by the defendant, on 
the ground of having new evidence to present, the 
Council, after an examination of all the new evidence 
on both sides, unanimously decide that such testi- 
mony does not justify a re-opening of the case. 

On motion, Dr. C. T. Parkes, Chairman of the 
Section on Surgery and Anatomy, was requested to 


read his address by title, and it was referred to that | 


Section. 


On motion, the address on State Medicine was | 


made the first order of business on Friday. 


On motion, the Association adjourned until Fri- | 


day, at 9 A. M. 


FRIDAY—FOURTH DAY. 


The President called the Association to order at | 


9 A. M. 
oe 
mental Medicine, reported as follows: 
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Dalton, of the Committee on Experi- | 














Supplementary resolutions reported by the Committee 
on Experimental Medicine. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Experimental 
Medicine be empowered and instructed to add to its 

numbers and efficiency by the election of associate 
| members from different States, and that it report to 

this Association at its annual meeting any matters re- 

lating to the subject of Experimental Medicine which 
_may need the consideration and action of the Asso- 
| ciation. 
Resolved, That in view of the attempts which have 
_been or may be made to obstruct by restrictive leg- 
| islation the progress of experimental medicine, this 
| Association desires to express its earnest conviction 
that experimentation on animals is a most useful source 
of knowledge in medical science ; that it is the 
means by which many valuable discoveries, both 
practical and scientific, have been accomplished ; that 
its direction and supervision can be properly entrusted 
only to members of the medical profession, and that 
its restriction and prohibitioa by law would inevita- 
| bly retard the advancement of medical science and 
_ the improvement of the medical art. 

On motion, the report was unanimously adopted, 
and the committee was continued. 

A question arose as to the report of the names for 
| Trustees by the Committee on Nominations, as it 
was the duty of a special committee appointed by the 
President to name the Board. After some discussion, 
on motion of Dr. Pratt, the names presented by Dr. 
Ferguson, chairman of the special committee, were 
approved. ‘These were the same as named by the 
Committee on Nominations. (See their report.) 

On motion of Dr. Eugene Grissom, of North Car- 
olina, it was agreed that in the future the Trustees 
should be nominated by the Nominating Committee. 

Dr. Packard moved to take up the amendments 
offered at St. Paul, and after some discussion they 
were made the special order after the address on State 
Medicine. 

The President announced that the committee on 
the late Prof. S. D. Gross had not been able to meet, 
_and, on motion, the committee was continued with 

power and unlimited time. 

Dr. Davis, of the Committee on Suggestions, in the 
address of the President as to the Code of Ethics, re- 
ported that no action was deemed necessary at this 
meeting, and asked permission on his own part to offer 
a resolution, as follows: 

WHEREAS, Persistent misrepresentations have been 
| and are being made concerning certain provisions of 
the Code of Ethics, 

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee 
ot five, of which he shall himself be a member, to re- 
port at the next annual meeting of the Association 
such explanatory declarations on the subject as they 
deem proper. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 

Dr. P. O. Hooper, Chairman of Committee on 
Nomination, stated that Dr. J. Ewing Mears, of Penn- 
sylvania, not having been present, his name would 
be withdrawn as Secretary of Section on Dental and 
Oral Surgery; and Dr. Harlan, Chairman elect of 
| that Section having declined, he offered as Chairman, 











ew 








am AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 573 





| 
| 


Dr. W. W. Alton, of Illinois, and as nosed Dr. 
E. C. Briggs, of Massachusets, ‘which were agreed to. | 

On motion, the Committee on the President’s ad- | 
dress, Dr. Davis, Chairman, was discharged. 

Dr. D. J. Roberts offered certain resolutions from 
the Section on State Medicine, which was declared | | 
not in order at present. 

Dr. Roberts, Chairman of that Section, then read | 
his address. 

On motion, the address was referred to that Sec- 
tion. | 

By request, Dr. T. Antisel, of District of Colum- | 
bia, was placed'on Section of State Medicine, vice | 
Dr. S. Townsend; and Dr. J. L. Cabell, of Virginia, | 
in place of Dr. Chancellor. 

The President announced the Augmented Commit- | 
tee on invitation to the International Medical Con- 
gress as Dr. A. Flint, New York; I. M. Hays, Penn- 
sylvania; L. A. Sayre, New York ; C. Johnson, | 
Maryland; G. Engleman, — J. M. Brown, 
U.S. N.; J. S. Billings, e. §, 

On motion, the President- i Dr. H. F. Camp- 
bell was added. 

Dr. Packard then called up the amendments on | 
Members by Application. 

The amendments referred to are as follows: 


“Dr. J. H. Packard, of Pennsylvania, offered | 
amendments to the Constitution contemplating | 


changes in the plan of organization of the Associa- 
tion. 

‘* Regulation II, Paragraph 1, to read as perma- 
nent members or members by application. 

‘* Regulation II, after eighth paragraph add: 

Members by application shall consist of such mem- 
bers of State or County Societies, certified to be in 
good standing by the President and Secretary of 
said societies, as shall make application in writing for 
admission. 


bers. 

‘* Regulation IV, Paragraph 6, strike out all from 
‘*See,’’ in line 7 to ‘‘and”’ in line 9. 

‘** Regulation V, Paragraph 3, after ‘‘ published ’”’ 
insert ‘in such manner as the Association may di- 
rect.”’ 

‘*Regulation VI, line 4, strike out 5, and insert 
10. Second paragraph, lines 4 and 5, strike out all 
after ‘* publication,’’ to and including ‘‘Association,”’ 
and insert ‘* publication,”’ 

See TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 32, p. 51, 1881. 

After much discussion by Drs. Toner, Pratt, Kin- 
loch, Billings, Brodie, and others, on motion of Dr. 
Kinloch, the amendments were taken up for imme- 
diate consideration. 

Much discussion having ensued, the previous ques- 
tion was called for and sustained, and the amend- 
ments as read were adopted by a large majority. 

Dr, C. H. Von Klein, of Ohio, offered the follow- 
ing amendments : 

Proposed Amendments to the Constitution. offered 
by Dr. Carl H. Von Klein, of Ohio. 

Wuereas, A higher grade of preliminary education 
among physicians, has been urged from year to year, 
without any action being taken, and 


They shall simply have the right to re- | 
ceive the JOURNAL on the same terms as other mem- | 


Witerass, This Association has the power to se- 
cure this much desired object—the following 
Amendments to the Constitution are proposed : 

I. 


No person who shall hereafter graduate from a 
medical college where literary education is not a 
| prerequisite to such graduation, shall be eligible to 


be a delegate to the American Medical Association. 


II. 


All delegates to this Association, as a part of their 
credentials, shall present certificates from the County, 
District or State Associations they represent, showing 
from what medical college and when graduated, but 
| this provision shall not apply to delegates from the 
| Army and Navy. 

These lay over for one year. 

Dr. J. M. Keller, of Arkansas, offered the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That in our large cities in the very near 
| future, if not now, cremation of the dead will become 
a sanitary necessity. 

Two years ago, after careful and deliberate thought 
| for years on the subject, I offered a resolution at the 


| meeting of the American Medical Association at St. 


Paul, embodying the idea that in the very near future 
cremation or incineration of the dead would become 
a sanitary necessity, Knowing, as I well did, that it 


| would mect with a very strong opposition from many 
| who had never given the subject a thought, I was not 


astonished to find the hands and voices of a number 
raised in horror at hearing it read, and, instead of 
asking any decisive action by the Association, I 
thought it best to let it lay over for a year, and, 
therefore, simply asked its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Hygiene, thus accomplishing all [ desired, to- 
wit: The bringing of it before the minds of the 
people, feeling fully confident that it needed only to 
be seriously thought of to secure sooner or later the 
earnest support not only of men of the medical 
profession, but thinking men and women of all 
professions and creeds. In order to give an oppor- 
tunity for more thought on the subject, it was referred 
again to the same committee at Cleveland a year 
after, although many who would have opposed it 
violently when first offered, had become its advo- 
cates, and were anxious that it should be put upon its 
passage, that they might lend their earnest support 
| to it. 

Not only have 1 watched and noticed its increasing 
popularity with physicians, but the same is true with 
the masses, not only in this country, but in Europe, 
for only recently we find the subject warmly advo- 
cated in the British Parliament, just after it had been 
tested in the courts in the case of a Welshman, who 
for cremating his dead child, was arrested and tried, 

_ and acquitted, the court deciding that there was noth- 
ing contrary to law in the act. 

Having been thus decided, the subject needs now 
only to be discussed in three aspects—hygienic, reli- 
gious or sentimental, and economical. The custom 
of burying the dead contaminates the earth, its 
waters, and the air we breathe. Germs buried with 

| the body do not die with it, but rather increase, and 
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it is claimed do not become innocuous under twenty 


years, if ever, and thus live on to reproduce disease 
and pestilence. If it be true—and there can be no 


question about it—that in the atmosphere of grave- | 
yards there is three-fold more carbonic acid gas in 
the atmosphere than away from them, what must be | 


the extent and amount of the deadly poisons emanat- 


ing from our public cemeteries, where from 20,000 | 


to 100,000 corpses lie at all times in complete putre- 
faction. 


leans, where the dead, if buried at all, are scarce 


covered with earth, and say if you can for a moment | 
doubt the fact that most, if not all, its unhealthiness 


is due to the noxious exhalations constantly emitted 


from her thousands of decomposing, putrefying dead | 
bodies, that are daily multiplying. Think of it, and | 
imagine, if you can, the evils and ills being con- | 


stantly engendered, every moment of time impreg- 


nating the air and water which her people breathe and 
drink. 
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Take our largest Southern city, New Or- | 
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The Great Creator will ask no man’s assistance jn 
accomplishing that work. His power, which can 
| make the earth and sea give back their dead to life, 
| will as surely revivify the ashes in the urn. When life 
| ceases, decomposition begins, inexorable in its laws, 
_ and hideous and horrible to contemplate, even to the 
| beasts of the field, in all its different phases of decay. 
| Slow, offensive, repugnant and dangerous in its every 
| Step. 
| Cremation or rapid combustion dispels from death 
_ all these horrors, and strips the grave of its terrible 
| mysteries. It quickly gives back to us all that is not 
| offensive of our dead loved ones, to be placed, if you 
| please, in some public temple to be built for the pur- 
| pose, or else placed in urns of plain or costly, but 
| durable material, to deposit in some consecrated niche 
_in our own homes, there to be kept fresh and green 
| with the cedars and the lilies, and not as custom now 
forces it, into the earth, away from home, exposed 
| alike to the snows and storms of winter and the scorch- 


How would it be if incineration were to take the | ing suns of summer, and mayhap some day to be ex- 








place of such disposition of the dead? Instead of | humed by the plowshare of the farmer or the spade 
the constant generating disease and pestilential vapors | and pick of the builder, a common but revolting 
as long as time lasts, decomposition would hardly | scene, bound to grow more frequent as estates des- 







































































































































































have commenced before it would be forever de- 
stroyed, and instead of a mass of offensive putre- | 
faction remaining indefinitely, the crematory would | 
give back to living friends a few pounds of pure, | 
clean, snowy ashes, to care for as their love and affec- | 
tion might prompt. | 

I am not aware that there is any expressed law or 
rule in any religious sect or denomination, but rather 
incline to the opinion that we who have favored it, | 
and dared express our convictions, only feared that | 
such obstacles might stand in the way of having it | 
become the rule and custom, instead of the present | 
horrid and repulsive and filthy one of burial, and | 
each day I feel more and more assured that it will take | 
but a few years for all objections to die out, when we | 
will hear it advocated alike from Protestant and Cath- | 
olic pulpits. 

In the Campo Santo, the chief cemetery in Rome, 
and almost adjoining the church in which the last 
pope lies entombed, there stands a crematorium 
where, for years, numbers of incinerations have beer 
made. May the time soon come when we will see 
one standing in lieu of each burying ground in the 
world. The process is but the simplest, quickest 
plan of reducing the corpse to its constituent ele- 
ments, without leaving one vestige or mark of any- 
thing offensive or injurious to the living. It is strictly 
in conformity with nature’s laws, and does, in a few 
moments, what putrefaction after burial fails to do in 
twenty years, if ever. Some.will say that it is a relic 
of barbarism. No more than is our burial, for both | 
were customs with the ancients, and equally prac- 
ticed. 

Ignorance and fanaticism can have no tenable ob- 
jection to it because of the resurrection, for when the 
Jast trump shall sound, which will call upon the graves 
to give up their dead, so will the urn in as quick obe- 
dience give up its ashes—the first the putrid excre- 
ment and decay of worms, the latter its handful of 
white ashes. 











cend and change owners, and cities grow. 

The thanks of the Society were voted Dr. Kellar, 
and on motion the resolution was referred to the Sec- 
tion on State Medicine. 


Dr. Foster Pratt offered the following amendment : 

That the By-laws be amended so as to provide 
that each Section shall nominate its Chairman and 
Secretary—all other nominations to be made as now, 
by the nominating Committee. 

Laid over for one year. 

On motion of Dr. Pratt, it was 

Resolved, That the publishers of the JouRNAL be 
requested to publish, in pamphlet form, the minutes 
of the Association, together with its Constitution, 
By-laws and Code, for distribution to each member 
of the Association at each next succeeding meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements 
and the Secretary of the Association be requested to 
provide for future meetings a system of registration, 
whereby delegates and members can send in advance 
or hand in their credentials, certificates, fees, etc., 
and obtain their cards of membership at their con- 
venience. Also that they shall provide for the 
prompt publication each day of the names of the 
members and delegates present. 

On motion of Dr. D. J. Roberts, it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are 
hereby tendered to the Museum of Hygiene of Navy 
Department of the United States. 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recom- 
mends to the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives, that this museum be placed upon a 
permanent basis, by such legislative enactments and 
appropriations as are justified by so important a 
movement in behalf of the best interests of our whole 
people. 

Resolved, That this Association does most earn- 
estly recommend, that a permanent and suitable 
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home be prepared at the earliest possible day for this 
museum. 

Resolved, That the Permanent Secretary of this | 
Association be directed to forward a copy of these | 
resolutions to the Secretary of the Navy and to Sur- | 

eon-General Gunnell. | 

Dr. J. Cochran, of Alabama, offered the following: | 

Resolved, ‘That it is the sense of this Association 
that it is not expedient for the Nominating Commit- 
tee to nominate any of its own members for any of. 
the offices of the Association. 

After much discussion, on motion of Dr. J. B. | 
Murdoch, of Pennsylvania, it was laid on the table. 

Dr. D. J. Roberts then offered the following : 

Dr. F. Pratt, of Michigan, offered the following res- 
olutions, which were unanimously adopted at the 
Section on State Medicine, held May 7, 1884: 

Resolved, That we earnestly urge upon Congress | 
the importance of efficient legislation to so regulate | 
immigration as to exclude from our soil the so-called | 
«‘ defective classes’’ of all nations. | 

Resolved, That the Chairman of this Section be in- | 
structed to report the foregoing to the Association, 
with the recommendation that it be adopted. 

A motion by Dr. A.Garcelin, of Maine, to lay it 
upon the table was lost, and the original motion was | 
then adopted. 

On motion all the reports in the programme were 
postponed until the reading of the addresses. 

On motion these addresses were ordered to be read | 
by title and referred for publication. 

Dr. J. Chisolm, Chairman of Section on Ophthal- | 
mology, etc. 

Dr. Wm. Lee, Chairman of Section on Diseases of 
Children, etc. 

Dr. T. W. Brophy, Chairman of Section on Dental 
and Oral Surgery, read the titles of these addresses, 
and they were referred for publication, 

Dr. Toner announced that his report on Necrology 
had been published in the JourRNAL from time to 
time, 

On motion his report was accepted, and the plan 
was continued. 

On motion the secretaries of Sections were permit- 
ted to report to the Permanent Secretary. 

The Section on State Medicine presented the fol- 
lowing : 

WuerEas, There is apparently among the people a | 
movement to secure a more thorough education of 
persons who offer themselves as practitioners of medi- 
cine, by demanding statutory enactments providing 
a standard of qualifications; and 

WHEREAS, It is desirable and important that there 
should be uniformity in the legal standard of quaiifi- 
cations adopted by the several States of the Union in 
this behalf; therefore 

Resolved, by the American Medical Association, 
that it is recommended to the organizations in the 
several States represented in this Association, that 
they use their influence in their respective States to 
secure the passage of laws that shall require all 
persons who enter the profession of medical practi- | 


histology, physiology, animal chemistry, pathology 
pathological anatomy, etiology, semeiology, mechan- 
ical surgery, mechanism of parturition, botany, hy- 
giene, and medical jurisprudence. 

On motion, the resolutions were adopted. 


Dr. C. Lester, of Penusylvania, of the Section on 
Ophthalmology, etc., presented the following : 

Resolved, That the Section on Ophthalmology, etc., 
requests the Association to consider the advisability of 
dividing the Section and forming two, one consisting 
of Ophthalmology alone, and one consisting of Otol- 


_ ogy, Laryngology and Rhinology. 


It being an amendment, laid over. © 
The Permanent Secretary read the report of the 
Treasurer. 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 


The Treasurer has the honor to report a balance in 
the Treasury, at this date of $2,212.07. The sources 
of revenue during the past year differ from those of 
previous years, in the fact that subscription to the 
JourNAL of the Association and payments for adver- 
tisements therein, have been added to the usual 


routine report of amounts received for annual dues. 


This subject, however, will doubtless enter as an in- 
teresting feature into the Report of the Trustees of 


| the JouRNAL, and need not, therefore, be dwelt upon 
' at this time. 
| 


In previous reports of the Treasurer, allusion was 
made to a prevalent misconception and misconstruc- 
tion, on the part of permanent members, of that 
paragraph of the By-laws of the Association, which 


| provides that membership will be forfeited after non- 


payment of the annual dues of three years for three 


| successive years. Whatever may have been originally 


contemplated in this provision, the fact is undoubted 


that many of the members understand it to give them 


liberty to pay triennially dues which are particularly 


| stated to be annual. Hundreds of members pay 


their dues but two years out of every three, and ex- 
pect to resume their membership in good pecuniary 
standing at their option, provided they do not allow 
three non-paying years to elapse; in the honest be- 
lief that this single payment is all that is required of 


them in the By-laws. Other members of the Asso- 


ciation contend that the assessments for two or three 
successive years, are alway due until all of them are 
actually paid, and that a single payment for an assess- 
ment for one year, where two or three years’ pay- 
ments are due, should be credited to the first year 
only, and not to the last. A resolution expressive of 
the proper construction of this paragraph of the By- 
laws, is undoubtedly a desideratum for the informa- 
tion of the members generally, and for the guidance 
of the Treasurer in his correspondence with them, so 


| that his action may be just to the Association and in 


no wise ungenerous to those who may be prevented 
from various circumstances from punctually remitting 
the assessments annually due from them. 
RICHARD J. DUNGLISON, Treasurer. 
May 8, 1884. 
On motion of Dr. Brodie, the report was received, 


tioners to first pass a  satistactory examination | and it was agreed that a continued annual payment is 
touching their knowledge of medical history, anatomy, | essential to continuance in permanent membership. 
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| 

The Permanent Secretary read the report of the | 
Librarian, which was accepted, and referred for pub- 
lication. 

Dr. J. C. Greene, of New York, offered the fol- 
lowing, which was adopted : 

Wuereas, The first edition of the Medical and 
Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion was 
long since exhausted, and so distributed by the differ- | 
ent representatives in Congress at the time the several 
volumes were issued ; 

Wuereas, A large number of physicians and sur- 
geons desire to obtain the work in its entirety, as is 
shown by the inquiry being so often made for it of 
Congressmen ana others , 

WuereEas, The third volume of the Medical His- 
tory has not been printed, which is necessary to com- 
plete the entire work ; 

Resolved, That it is the desire of the American 
Medical Association to have the third medical volume | 
issued at the earliest possible date ; also, that Con- 
gress be respectfully requested to issue a uniform ed- 
tion of the work known as the Medical and Surgical 
History of the War of the Rebellion, at cost, includ- 
ing the usual ro per cent. addition ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to fur- 
nish a copy of this preamble and resolution to the 
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of | 
Representatives. 

On motion of Dr. Wm. Morrow Beach, of Ohio, | 
it was 

Resolved, By the members of the American Med- | 
ical Association, that it is important that proper leg- | 
islation be had at this session of the National Con- 
gress for the ultimate extermination of the disease 
among domestic animals known as pleuro-pneumonia. 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be for- 
warded by our Secretary to the President of the Sen- | 
ate and Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Dr. Flint then introduced Dr. H. F. Campbell, 
President-elect, who addressed the Association, thank- 
ing the members, etc. 

On motion of Dr. Garnett, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are | 
due to the Hon. Frank B. Conger, Postmaster of | 
Washington, for the courtesy he has shown in estab- 
lishing a branch of his office in such close proximity 
to this hall. 

| 


On motion of Dr. W. Brodie, the following w 
adopted : | 


WHEREAS, It is desirable that a correct and full | 
report of the proceedings of this Association should | 


appear in its JouRNAL, therefore | 





as | 


Resolved, That the Board of Trustees of the Jour- he 


NAL be, and they are hereby, authorized to procure 
a stenographic report of the proceedings of each 
meeting. 

On motion of Dr. W. J, Herdman, Michigan, it 
was resolved that, 


Recognizing the important and valuable character 
of the contributions to medical science contained in 
the Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War, 
and with the view of increasing its usefulness, by a 
wider distribution of that information than is now 


possible, since the edition published has been ex. 


hausted, be it 


Resolved, That the members of this Association do 


_most earnestly recommend the passage of the joint- 
| resolution now pending before Congress, providing 
for the reprinting of 25,000 copies of this History, 


Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolution 
be furnished, by the Permanent Secretary, to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate of the United States. 

Dr. C. H. Von Klein, of Ohio, offered the follow- 
ing, which was unanimously rejected : 

WueErREAs, The members of the American Medical 
Association are composed of all nationalities, denom- 
inations, sects and creeds, and 

WHEREAS, Many of its progressive and scientific 
members are skeptics, materialists, etc., and 

Wuereas, The principles of the Association are 
to give equal rights to all its members, and 

Wuereras, The custom of opening the annual ses- 
sions with prayer, by the clergy of some denomina- 
tion, is an imposition on many of the members, 
therefore 

Resolved, That the custom of opening the sessions 
of the American Medical Association with prayer be 


_ abolished. 


On motion of Dr, C. A. Rahter, of Pennsylvania, 


| the following was adopted : 


Wuereas, The medical museum and library is the 


| most extensive and valuable in the world, represent- 


ing an almost incredible amount of patient labor; 
and 

Wuereas, A complete catalogue is necessary to 
the practical utilization of this wonderful collection 
of valuable information by the medical profession ; 


' and 


Wuereas, The present building is unsafe and 
wholly inadequate for the proper and safe care of this 
priceless collection ; therefore 

Resolved, 1st. That we earnestly request Congress 


| to make provision at once for the safe and proper 


care of the medical library and museum. 

2d. That in the judgment of this Association the 
necessary provision for the early completion of the 
index catalogue should be made, and that an addi- 
tional number of the completed volumes be issued by 
the Government Printing Office, and offered by sale 
to the profession. 

3d. That copies of these preambles and resolutions 
be transmitted to the proper Congressional Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Dr. D. Leasure, of Minnesota, it 


as 
Resolved, That this Association most solemnly pro- 
tests against any of its members committing it by 
implication, to the endorsement of any of the many 
polypharmacal compounds and mineral waters 
thrown upon the market by private. individuals or 
corporations, by signing certificates as to their value 
as remedial agents to be used as advertisements. 

The Permanent Secretary read the following : 

Ata stated meeting of the West Philadelphia Med- 
ical Society the following resolutions, presented by 
Dr. John H. Musser, were adopted : 
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WuerEAas, The dignity, the honor, and the power | 
for doing good of the medical profession can only be | 
maintained by the individual members conducting 
themselves in relation to one another and the public, | 
with the dignity and honor of gentlemen, and 

Wuereas, The noble and beautiful Code of Ethics | 
of the American Medical Association is expressive of | 
such virtuous and honorable sentiment, 

Resolved, 1st. That we, members of the West Phil- 
adelphia Medical Society, look with regret and ab- 
horrence upon the attempt of certain mercenary men 
to destroy those principles which for 48 years have 
been cherished and protected by the noblest and most 
honorable men of the medical profession. 

2d. That we solemnly reiterate our faithfulness and 
allegiance to the principles maintained in the Code 
of Ethics which we are pledged to abide by. 

3d. That we will not encourage such a travesty up- 
on honor by consultation with the physician who | 
stoops to alliance with quackery, or by directing stu- | 
dents to those colleges which abide by such false 
principles. 

4th. That a copy of this earnest expression be 
transmitted to the County and State Societies, and | 
to the American Medical Association to which we | 
hold allegiance, and to the Philadelphia Medical 
Times, and to the Philadelphia Medical News. 

ATTEST : Jas. HENpDRIE LLoyp, 

Secretary West Phila. Med. Soc. 
S. W. Cor. Walnut and 4oth Sts., Phila., May 7,’84. | 

Dr. F. E. Daniel, of Texas, offered the following, | 
which was adopted : 

In consideration of the very innocent appearance | 
and liability to deceive the ignorant and unwary, of | 
an article of common domestic use, to-wit : The prep- | 
arations of caustic potash, known as ‘‘ Concentrated | 
Lye,’’ and ‘‘ Star Potash Ball ;’’ and in view, further, 
of their dangerous and death-dealing character, and 
the fact that many deaths and accidents occur in 
consequence of the want of discrimination in and re- 
striction of the sale of such article, 

Resolved, That the Association in convention as- 
sembled do earnestly recommend to the National | 
Congress, or to the Legislatures of the several States, | 
the passage of such laws as shall class all such articles 
as poisons, and shall require the same discriminations 
as to their sale as are now applied to other articles of a 
deadly nature. 

The present Secretary presented the following for 
the New Jersey State Medical Society : 

Office of Corresp. Secy., 
N. Jersey State Med. Soc., 

: Trenton, N.J., May 7, 1884. 
Wm. B. Atkinson, mM.p., Sec. Am. Med. Assoc. 

DreaR Sir:—I herewith forward to you a copy of. 
the “* Report on Preliminary Education,’’ prepared | 
by the Committee, and presented to the Society of | 
sat State of New Jersey at its annual meeting in| 
1883. 

It was then ordered to be printed, and will come 
before the Society at its ensuing meeting in June next 
for adoption, 

As it coincides with the suggestions made by your 
President, Austin Flint, m.p., in his address, will you 














present it to the Association that it may receive there- 
from its sanction and approval, as requested in re- 
commendation 4, page 6. 
Yours very truly, 
W. ELMER, Jr., 
Corresp. Sec. N. J. S. Med. Soc. 


Report to the Medical Society of New Jersey of Spe- 
cial Committee on Preliminary Education, made 
at its annual meeting, June, 1883. 


The Committee appointed at the last annual meet- 
ing of the Medical Society of New Jersey to present 
‘¢a plan for putting into effect the suggestions made 
by the President in regard to the curriculum of med- 
ical study,’’ respectfully report : 

That they have bestowed much thought on the sub- 
ject committed to them. They find it environed by 
many and grave difficulties. The resolution, in its 
full scope, would require the revision of the whole 
subject of medical education. For the execution of 
a task so extensive and radical, your committee feel 
that they have not the time, the facilities, nor the 
necessary ability; and it is apparent from the tenor 
of the address which gave occasion for their appoint- 
ment, that the preliminary training to be required of 
persons contemplating the study of medicine in this 
State, was the matter whose importance the learned 
speaker desired to impress upon the Society. To 


this your committee propose to limit their considera- 


tion. 
It is not necessary for your committee to enter 


| upon an elaborate argument to prove the importance 


of the measure contemplated. It has been the theme 
of eloquent exhortation and discussion in our own 
and other societies, and it was ably and forcibly pre- 


' sented in the address to which this Society listened 
| at its last anniversary. The appointment of the com- 


mittee presupposes a conviction, in the minds of the 
constituency, of the weighty nature of the subject- 


_ matter of the address, and that the time had come for 
| practical action to realize its wise suggestions. The 


duty of your committee will be sufficiently discharged 
by a statement, as brief as the case will admit, of the 
conclusions to which they have been led by the best 
thought they have been able to give to its contem- 
plation. 

It would be comparatively easy to define what your 
committee deem an essential preparation for a course 
of medical study, and submit such a plan, in general 
terms, as in their judgment would best insure it; but 
its practical execution must depend on the cordial 
coéperation of so many and so various agencies, in- 
fluenced by so many and so various motives, that 
your committee, were they guided by their first im- 
pulses, would shrink from the formidable task. A 
plan, to be effectual, will require the assent and the 
hearty effort of the individual members. of the profes- 
sion, not only in our commonwealth, but in all the 


| States of our national Union, The several medical 


organizations, national, state and local, must employ 
their power and influence to enforce and sustain indi- 
vidual action, and the medical colleges conform to 
the demand, which would then be imperative, to limit 


| admission to their privileges to applicants having the 


‘ 
4 
5 
io 
Ss 
by 
a 
* 
£ 
4 
; 














































































578 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 








[May, 


= i ” 7 ~ 
qualifications that the profession, by its authorized | privations and struggles—themselves disciplinary and 
exponents, shall have determined to be necessary for | 


the maintenance of a proper standard. 

The duty of your committee is two-fold. 1st. To 
indicate a proper curriculum of preliminary prepara- 
tion to be exacted of every person applying to be re- 
ceived as a medical student under the care of a mem- 
ber of the profession in this State; and, znd. To 
recommend suitable measures to secure such prepara- 
tion. 


study are: 1st. Those which are common to all de- 


partments of intellectual labor, and are fitted to dis- | of a complete course in a reputable academy or high 


cipline the mental faculties so as to prepare them for | 


profitable study, and their right exercise in the pro- 


cesses of observation, discrimination, analysis, de- | 


duction and reason ; and, 2nd, those which will store 
the mind with a sufficient knowledge of the branches 
of science and learning that are cognate with, and 
essentially preparative to those that specially pertain 
to the medical profession. 


No one who estimates properly the profound and | certificate, as above defined, the applicant, before 


intricate subjects of medical study can doubt the in- 
dispensable necessity of bringing to their contempla- 


tion vigorous minds, sharpened by habits of nice | approval by a competent censorship, appointed under 


perception, careful observation, patient, untiring in- 
vestigation, absorbing abstraction and concentration, 
a calm and imperturbable judgment, and a conscien- 
tious devotion to truth. There is no profession whose 
pursuit requires greater maturity or more systematic 
method ; none, in the preparation for which there 
is greater need for the culture best fitted to develop 
these indispensable qualities. 

Much as has been discussed the question of educa- 
tio: best adapted to this kind of culture, it is now 
generally conceded that the curriculum of study 


that on which is to be placed the most reliance. 
Your committee would therefore recommend that all 
persons contemplating the study of medicine be ad- 


the possession of a diploma from a well-equipped col- 
lege or university be regarded as the best evidence of 
fitness. The objection so often advanced that this 
course exhausts so much time and incurs so much ex- 
pense as to put it out of reach of many meritorious 
young men, well fitted by natural endowments for 
the functions of the medical practitioner, is effectu- 


invigorating—to secure to himself the facilities pe 


needs ; and these are now, through college scholar. 


'ships and educational institutions maintained at the 
public expense, brought practically within the reach 


of the laudably ambitious and deserving, who 
earnestly desire and seek them. 
In cases where the evidence of preliminary educa- 


_tion in a respectable college or university is not pre- 


sented, your committee are of opinion that an equi- 
The uses of a preliminary education to medical | 


valent or near approximation to it should be exacted, 
and that the applicant should produce a certificate 


school, in which are taught, in addition to the En- 


_glish, classical and mathematical -branches required 


for admission to our most advanced colleges, intel- 
lectuai and moral philosophy, rhetoric, logic, de- 


_scriptive and physical geography, and the elements 


_of physics, chemistry and natural history, including 


botany and zoology. 
In default of either a college diploma or academic 


being taken under the care of a physician for medical 
instruction, should be subjected to examination and 


_the authority of the State Medical Society and com- 


posed of gentlemen of recognized capacity and 
scholarship, in the branches of science and learning 


indicated in the certificate to be required of the 


academic or high-school graduate. 

The question now recurs, what measures -shall be 
taken to secure the attainment of these ends. 

So far as our own State is concerned, it will be in- 


_ dispensable that every member of every district medi- 


cal society be brought into harmonious concurrence, 


_in sentiment and action, with the measures that shall 
adopted by our higher colleges and universities is | 


be adopted. Your committee would therefore rec- 


| ommend: 


1st. That the State Medical Society make such 


/amendment of its By-laws as to provide for the ap- 


vised to a preliminary college education, and that | pointment of one or more boards of examiners, as it 


shall deem expedient, to pass upon the credentials of 


all persons contemplating the study of medicine in 
this State ; and to examine such persons as fail to 
present a diploma from some reputable college or 


"university, or a certificate of a completed course in a 
reputable academy or high school, in v'ch are 


bilities of a physician, to whom is entrusted the care | 


of human life, are too great to be undertaken by those 
who have not, or cannot obtain, the means to fit 


_ taught the branches specified in the foregoing part of 
ally answered by the consideration that the responsi- | 


this report, in the following branches of science and 
learning, viz.: English language and literature, and 
history ; mathematics, including arithmetic, algebra 
and geometry ; Latin language, including its gram- 


themselves in the best possible way for the duties they | mar, and ability to translate with facility three books 


propose to assume. 


Incompetence may be tolerated | of the commentaries of Czesar, two orations of 


in pursuits which are resorted to for mere mainte-| Cicero, and two books of the Aineid of Virgil; 


nance or pecuniary profit. 
inure to the presumptuous pretender, and affect the 
material interests of those who employ him; but it 
will not do here. Ours is a profession whose aim is, 
or ought to be, higher than mere physical subsistence 
or sordid pelf; and the consequences of incompe- 


tency touch the public health and life itself. He | 


who conscientiously and from worthy motives aspires 
to it, if unfavored by fortune, will willingly submit to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


The consequences will | Greek language, including its grammar, the Anabasis 


of Xenophon, and two books of the Iliad of Homer; 
intellectual and moral philosophy, logic, rhetoric, 
descriptive and physical geography, and the elements 
of physics, chemistry and natural history, including 
botany and zoology. 

2d. That the State Medical Society send down to 
the District Medical Society a requisition to add to 
their By-laws a provision making it a condition of 
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membership that every physician, belonging to or| 4. That a similar communication be addressed to 
coming into it, obligate himself to receive no person | the National Medical Association, asking its approval 


under his care as a student of medicine without a 


| and recommendation to the State Societies, with the 


certificate of a-board of examiners, appointed under | 
the authority of the State Medical Society, that the | 
applicant has exhibited a satisfactory diploma or cer- 
tificate of the character defiaed in this report, or that | 
he has been examined, with approval, i1 the several | 
branches of learning and science heretufore specified. | 

Your committee are not prepared to give an opin- | 
ion on the question whether the proposed censorship | 
should be committed to one or two boards. Con- | 
siderations of convenience and economy would sug- | 
gest the institution of a board in connection with | 
each of the District Societies, and a resolution has 
already been adopted by this Society, imposing on 
them the duty of appointing a committee of similar | 
character, invested, however, with more limited | 
functions. Other considerations would favor a single 
board, or at most three boards, one in the central and 
one each in the northern and southern parts of the | 
State. Among these is the greater probability of se- 
curing the services of competent examiners, governed 
by a stronger sense of responsibility and less liable to 
be biased by local influences. It is worthy of con- | 
sideration, also, whether it might not be advantage- | 
ous, in constituting the examining board or boards, | 
to select for one of its members some gentleman of | 
acknowledged scholarly attainments not belonging to | 
the profession. 

Your Committee have felt some hesitation in rec- 
ommending the extreme penalty of professional non- 
intercourse and disbarment from membership, in the 
case of physicians who may wilfully disregard the 
regulations that may be adopted ; but so vital do | 
they believe effective enactments on this subject to | 
be, and so futile if put into partial execution, that | 
they are constrained to propose them, cheerfully leav- | 
ing it to the wisdom of the Society to decide upon | 
their expediency. 

But, whatever be the action taken in our own So- 
ciety, as has already been intimated, nothing short 
of codperation of other medical organizations, na- 
tional, state and local, and of the medical colleges, 
can avail fully to accomplish the great result desired. | 
Take what steps we may, if persons from other | 
States, where like provisions do not prevail, continue 
to be received without evidence of preliminary prep- | 
aration and, after courses of professional instruction 
necessarily superficial, and an examination sustained | 
through cramming, sent forth in myrmidons, armed | 
with diplomas by scores of medical colleges, good, | 
bad, and indifferent, what is to hinder invasion into | 
our borders of half-educated men from abroad, to | 
enjoy privileges denied to our own citizens, and to | 
prey upon the health and lives of our own people? | 
Your Committee, therefore, recommend: 


3. That the action of this Society be communi- | 
cated to the medical societies of the several United | 
States, with a request for their codperation with this | 
Society, by the adoption of these or similar measures | 
to secure the ends sought to be attained by this So- | 


ciety. ! 


request that it use its power or influence to induce 
medical colleges in affiliation with it to receive, or at 


least grant diplomas to no students without satisfac- 


tory evidence of the preliminary training required in 
the regulations herein proposed. 


The foregoing suggestions and recommendations 
are presented by your Committee with great defer- 
ence, as the product of much deliberation and care- 
ful thought. They can hardly expect that, on their 
first presentation, they will meet with unanimous con- 
currence. They are doubtless susceptible of im- 
provement from the wisdom of the Society. By 
some, the requirements may be considered too exact- 
ing. Others wiil probably concur with the members 
of the Committee itself, in the opinion that the cur- 
riculum presented omits many studies that are essen- 
tial to a well-rounded, liberal culture, such as ought 
reasonably to be expected of members of a learned 
profession. They have defined the minimum, not 
the maximum, of attainments which it should be the 
aim to reach. 

The time is coming when mediocrity will not be 
tolerated. Public education has so elevated the 
common mind that it will not much longer be inca- 
pable of distinguishing between real science and 
boastful pretension; when self-assertion, plausible 
manners, an imposing presence, a pompous vocabu- 
lary or its opposite, coarse jocularity, and the show 
of learning without the substance, will cease to be 
the passport of popular confidence. The standard 
of scholarship and scientific knowledge in all the so- 
called learned professions must be raised if they 
would not fall into merited contempt. Let us see 
to it that the title of ‘* Doctor,’’ with which common 
parlance has invested the physician, be a deserved 
distinction, not a meaningless misnomer. ‘The move- 
ment now contemplated is a step in the right direc- 
tion. It may be difficult of accomplishment ; but, 
if the profession is true to itself, in its personality 
and in its corporate organizations, there is no reason 
to despair of success. The Medical Society of New 
Jersey—the oldest of the sisterhood of medical so- 
cieties on the continent—may appropriately give im- 
pulse to a movement which, if successful, will crown 
the profession with honor, and add new lustre to her 
ancient renown. If, unfortunately, through want of 
coéperation, the effort end in disappointment, she 
may lament the infatuation of others, while she con- 
soles herself with the assurance of an ancient critic, 
that ‘‘in great attempts ’tis noble even to fail.’’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. H. PENNINGTON, 
Wo. ELMER, JrR., 
ALEX. ROGERS, 
Committee. 
On motion, it was received. 


Dr. Le Grand Atwood presented the following for 
the St. Louis Medical Society which, on motion, was. 
referred to the Judicial Council. 

Memorial sent up from the ‘St. Louis Medical 
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Society ’’ to the ‘* American Medical Association,’ 
upon the subject of medical colleges advertising. 
LEGRAND ATWooD, 
Jas. M. Scort, 
R. M. Jourpan, 
If it is reprehensible in aun individual physician to 
resort to public advertising, it certainly is none the 
less objectionable in an association of medical men. 


-~ Com. 


It cannot be that the enormity of the offense is dimin- | 
ished by combination, nor can a collegiate shield | 


justly protect from censure those who, individually, 
would not thus offend. 


The condemnation which inevitably awaits one | 


who advertises, cannot consistently be withheld from 
others equally as culpable, who are associated in the 
perpetuation of a precisely similar infraction. 

We can but believe that honorable professors of 


respectable medical colleges recognize this evil, and | 


are individually and collectively opposed to its exist- 
ence and perpetuation. 

There can be no doubt that the efficacy of such 
advertisements as are contained in college announce- 
ments, and the individual reward consequent upon 
public notification of professorships, has led to the 
unfortunate multiplication of medical schools, with 
consequent reduction of rates, shortening of terms, 
and lowering of the requirements for graduation, 
whereby both the profession and the public are in- 
jured. 

Ambitious and deserving men, unappreciated by 
the community and anxious for immediate recogni- 
tion and reward, observe the success of inferior phy- | 
siclans connected with medical institutions, and, 
attributing their preferment to the widespread publi- 
cation of their connected specialties and professor- 
ships, establish clinics or dispensaries, advertise that 
they will treat the poor gratis, and in this unprofes- | 
sional manner seek success. As this course renders 
the ¢xdividua/ amenable to discipline under the Code, 
common justice demands similar censure and con- 
demnation for a college faculty in like manner trans- 
gressing. 

It may be taken for granted that the corps of every | 


respectable medical school is composed of men who | 
consider themselves bound by the requirements of 
the Code, and who are ready to apply its provisions 
in preservation of professional honor ; yet the annual 
circular and the daily announcement of each medical | 


college conveys to the public, far and near, individ- | 
ual advertisement over signature and location of a | 
specialty, and professional proficiency in that spec- 
ialty, to the injury of less favored medical brethren. 
And not only is this advantage thus obtained, but, 
by the same means, the entire faculty is glorified in 
its published connection with an institution of learn- | 
ing, in which the facilities for obtaining instruction | 
are set forth in glowing terms, with pictorial illustra- | 
tions of the college building; its amphitheater, its | 
laboratory, its dissecting-room and its free dispensary, | 
where the clinical professors treat so many cases of | 
disease and perform so many surgical operations, | 
thus violating the Code by advertising, by advertising | 
specialties, by circulating hand-bills, and by virtually 
announcing that the poor are treated gratis. 





iesanenie AN anes AL SNA TEI. 


-_ 








on Whenever 1 the eae of rights ak tin of 
| medical men is disregarded, and the restrictions of 
the Code which limit and protect us in our relations 
to each other, to the profession and to the public, 
are annulled by reason of fictitious claims to license 
or favor, the organic law will cease to inspire respect 
or obedience. 
| After some discussion, on motion, this was referred 
to the Judicial Council. 

The Permanent Secretary read the following list of 
| foreign delegates : 
| Drs. J. W. S. Gouley, E. C. Harwood, H. D, 
Didama, C. C. Wycoff, Fred Hyde, N. C. Husted, 
G. T. Stevens, and J. C. Hutchison, New York; 
S. C. Gordon and T. L. Estabrook, Maine; S. 
Jones, of Illinois; E, M. Dent, and J. F. Gabriel 
Virginia; C. E. Vaughn, and H. O. Marcy, Massa- 
chusetts ; J. V. Shoemaker and W, H. Daly, Penn- 
sylvania; W. A. Hobday, of Illinois; H. P. C. 
Wilson, Maryland; D. W. Prentiss, L,. Friederich, 
and S. C. Busey, District of Columbia; J. M. 
| Browne, U.S. Navy; J. S. Billings, U. S. Army ; Ed- 
ward Borck, Missouri; T. J. Gallagher and A. M. Pol- 
lock, Pennsylvania ; c Deveny, Illinois ; C. Johnson, 
Maryland ; Austin Flint, New York; H. F. Camp- 
bell, Georgia. Delegates to the Canadian Medical 
Association, W. S. Tremaine and E. N. Bush, New 
York; W. Brodie and H. O. Walker, Michigan. 
British Science Association, W. Brodie. 

On motion of Dr. T. H. Nott, of Texas, the fol- 
lowing was adopted : 

Wuereas, It has pleased Almighty God to take 
from us our beloved brother, J. Marion Sims, and 
translate him from the pinnacle of his cartiny fame to 
a throne above, therefore be it 


Resolved, That we keenly feel and deeply deplore 
our loss and extend our heartfelt sympathies to his 
bereaved family, to suffering women and to the rest 
of our profession. 

On motion of Dr. A. L. Gihon, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed 


to report next year on the subject of the erection of 


a monument to Dr. Benjamin Rush, in Washington. 


(A. L. Gihon, U. S. Navy, 
Dr. Henry H. Smith, Pennsylvania, 
R. A. Kinloch, S. C., 


Committee 4 S. C. Gordon, Maine, 


Geo. H. Rohe, Maryland, 
J. H. Murphy, Minnescta, 
| M. H. Henry, New York. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, a resolu- 
tion of general thanks to all committees, persons, 
and institutions, who had extended courtesies to the 
Association, was adopted. 





Dr. Garcelon, of Maine, offered a resolution of 


thanks to the President, which was put by the Secre- 
tary and carried. 
Dr. Flint gracefully thanked the Association for 
their courtesy and kindness. 
The Association then adjourned. 
Ws. B. ATKINSON, 
Permanent Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS.—We give a 
large part of the space usually devoted to papers and 
original contributions, to the official record of the 
proceedings of the thirty-fifth annual meeting of the 
National Association, in the present number of the 
JourRNAL. It contains many items of interest, and 
some that should receive the careful attention of 
every member. To the latter belong the initial steps 
for so changing the mode of registration at the open- 
ing of each annual séssion, as to avoid the very un- 
comfortable crowd and delay around the registration 
table during all the morning of the first day of the 
meeting. ‘To remedy this, it has been proposed that 
the Permanent Secretary place the blank certificates 
for members and delegates to fill up and sign as the 
initial step for registration, within easy reach of all 
who may need them. ‘The member or delegate can 
fill and sign the certificate carefully and enclose it 


with his credentials from the society he represents, if. 
a delegate, and the $5 for annual dues, in an en- | 


velope, and pass it to the Permanent Secretary or 
the Chairman of the Committee of Registration, and 
go his way, 

The registration officers enter his name on the reg- 
istry, credit his money, fill up his card of membership 
and invitations, place them in an envelope as usual, 
and deposit the envelope within reach of the member 
at any subsequent part of the day. It is quite possi- 


ble that such an arrangement can be rendered safe and | 


practicable, and thereby obviate one of the chief 


annoyances connected with the annual meetings of | 


the Association. Under the present By-laws, it is 
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| made the duty of the Secretary to read the roll of 


members, as registered, in open meeting, which usu- 
ally occupies a tedious amount of time at a stage of 
the proceedings when all present are expecting to 
hear the President’s address. For a full audience to 
sit and listen to the monotony of reading 1,000 or 


/more names, is at any time tedious, and doubly so 


at the opening of an annual meeting, when all are 


expecting something of special interest. It was sug- 


| gested at the recent meeting, that the names as regis- 


tered, should be simply posted on bulletin boards. 
where they could remain subject to the inspection 
of members during the whole time of the annual 
meeting. 

Another subject for consideration is the amend- 
ment to the By-laws proposed by Dr. F. Pratt, of Kal- 
amazoo, Mich., for giving each Section the privilege 
of electing its own officers, instead of having them 
nominated by the Nominating Committee. 

It is claimed that the members accustomed to work 
in any given Section, are much more familiar with 
the men who would make good officers for that Sec- 
tion, than the Nominating Committee, constituted ot 


one member from each State represented, can be ;. 
_and were it known that promotion to the Chairman- 


ship of a Section depended upon the choice of the 
members in attendance, it would induce a larger and 
more uniform attendance and thereby give more sta- 
bility and efficiency to each Section organization. 
If the change is made, the time for each Section to 
elect its officers should be on the third or fourth 
day of the annual meetings, after the previous sit- 
tings have shown who are present and interested in 
the work of the Section, and those elected should 
serve during the succeeding year. While a new 
Chairman should be elected each year, whenever a 
good Secretary is found, he should be reélected from 


_year to year, as long as he can be induced to serve.. 


A thoroughly competent Secretary, conversant with 
the rules governing the action of the Sections, will 
always add 50 per cent. to the practical value and in- 
terest of each year’s work. Let the subject be well 
considered before the next meeting, when the pro- 
posed amendment will come up for final action. 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.—At the annual 
/commencement of the Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania, held May 1, 1884, the 
graduating class, numbering 101, presented the Uni- 
versity with a full-length portrait of Prof. Alfred 
Stille, who has filled the chair of Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine during the last quarter of a century 
with signal ability. 
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CorRECTION.—In this JouRNAL for the 5th of; Orricers or STATE MEDIcAL SOCIETIES.—At 
5 | the 


EDITORIAL. 


| 


[May, 


April was a letter from Paris, in which the following | annual meeting of the Arkansas State Medical 
expression occurs in the seventh line from the top of | Society, held at Little Rock, April 30, 1884, Dr. T. 


the letter: ‘‘ But the class of phthises without bacilli | W. Hurley was elected President; Dr. W. B. Hart, 


are according to Prof. Sée the only true phthises.’’ 


| Vice-President; and Dr. W. P. Gibson, of Little 


It should have been: ‘‘ But the class of phthises wth | Rock, was reélected Secretary. 


bacilli are according to Prof. Sée the only true | 


phthises.’’ 








SCARLET FEVER SPREAD BY IcE.—The secular pa- 
pers are responsible for the following statement: 
‘*« There is an epidemic of scarlet fever in Gloucester 
City, on the Delaware River. Its rapid spread was 
caused by an undertaker throwing ice which had been 
used on a scarlet fever corpse into the street near a 
school. The ice was picked up and eaten by the 
children.’’ Will a reliable physician in Gloucester 
City inform us whether there is any truth in the fore- 
going paragraph ? 








JUMPING THE RopE.—This favorite exercise, es- | 


pecially among girls at school, is evidently capable | 


of being carried to a dangerous excess. At Lima, | 
Ohio, recently, a girl fourteen years of age is reported | 
to have jumped the rope 255 times without interrup- | 
tion. In about twenty minutes after she fell into an | 
unconscious condition, and died in a little less than | 
three weeks. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


MICHIGAN STATE MEDICAL SociETy.—The Twen- 
tieth Annual Session of this Society will be held in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, commencing June 11th, 
1884. For further information apply to G. E. Ran- 
ney, M.D., Lansing, Michigan. We would respect- 
fully suggest to the members of this Society the 
propriety of so changing its plan of organization as 
to make it a representative body, and thus place it 
more in accordance with nearly all the other State 
medical societies, and with the National Association. 











A FuLt REPRESENTATION.—Thirty-four members | 
of the profession in this city attended the recent meet- | 
ing of the American Medical Association in Washing- 
ton. Twenty-six were delegates from the Chicago | 
Medical Society, and the remaining eight either de- 
legates from the Illinois State Society or permanent | 
members. | 








COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA.—At a | 
recent meeting of this Society, Dr. J. M. DaCosta | 
was elected President, in the place of Dr. Samuel | 
Lewis, resigned. | 


| Ar the annual meeting of the Texas State Medical 
| Society, held at Belmont, Tex., April 22, 1884, Dr, 
H. C. Ghent, of Belton, President; Dr. E. F. Bec. 
ton, of Sulphur Springs, First Vice-President ; Dr, 
H. H. Darr, Second Vice-President ; Dr. M. Mat- 
kin, Third Vice-President ; Dr. W. F. Burtof, Secre- 
tary ; and Dr. F. Larendon, Treasurer. 





MINNESOTA STATE MEpicaL SociEty.—The next 
annual meeting of the Minnesota State Medical 
Society will be held in Stillwater, on Thursday and 
Friday of the first week in June, 1884. A full meet- 
ing is expected. 








_ 





Oulo STaTE MEpICcAL Society.—The thirty-ninth 
annual meeting of this Society will be held in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, on the roth, 11th, and 12th of June, 1884. 
Dr. H. F. Sharp, of London, Ohio, is the Secre- 
tary. 





SALICYLATE OF SODIUM IN PREGNANCY.—Dr. Ba- 


_lette, of Paris, reports four cases of pregnant women 


to whom /arge doses of the salicylate of sodium were 
given, in two of which abortion followed, ‘The an- 
nouncement would have been more satisfactory if the 
actual size of the doses had been stated, as moderate 
but efficient anti-rheumatic doses have been freely ad- 
ministered to many women in various stages of preg- 
nancy without any evil effects. 








SH1p OWNERS AND MARINE HospiTAL SERVICE.— 


|The following, from the Detroit Zancet of recent 
date, is worthy of serious thought : 


‘¢ The ship owners and sailors have had bills intro- 


duced into Congress repealing the tax upon sailors 


for the support of the Marine Hospital Service, and 
ordering that the same be supported by the govern- 
ment. We would like to see the tax and _ hospitals 
both abolished. This entire service is an anomaly in 
our plan of government. There is no more reason 
why there should be a series of hospitals for the care 


of sailors supported by the government, than that 
the government should have hospitals supporting rail- 


road men, or the factory operators, or any other 
class of laboring people. Since the government does 
not do this for all classes, we object to any discrim- 
ination in favor of any class: We already have a 
navy medical service, to care for all the sick sailors in 
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the service of the government. This suffices. Were 
it needful for the government to extend aid to any 
class on the water, it were best done by this service. 
But there is no need whatever. The sailor would be 
better cared for, and be trained to make a better citi- 
zen, if he were treated like all other classes of citi- 


] 
| 


SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS. 583 


were conspicuous, and the cellular tissue from the 
mammary zone to the feet very edematous. Palpa- 


| tion and percussion detected and revealed signs of 
ovarian cyst. The fluctuation was more perceptible 


zens. ‘This matter is one of importance, but it will | 
sarcely receive the attention it demands while the | 


government department, to which it belongs, deems it 
of such value in enabling it to exert a powerful influ- 
ence toward the accomplishment of its purposes. In 


in the longitudinal than transverse diameter. In the 
sub-hepatic region a decided resistance to pressure was 
noticeable, dependent upon a thickening of the cyst 
wall. This mass was attached to the liver at the 
outer two-thirds of the inferior border. At the inner 


third there intervened a space which emitted a per- 


short, so long as it has so large a patronage at its dis- | 


posal it will have vigorous defenders ; for who will 


of offense and defense? ‘The reform in this matter 
must come from those whose interests are not inter- 
fered with by the abolition of this service.”’ 





SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS. 


OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA: 


—s 


Thursday, May 1, 1884. The President, R. A. 
Cleemann, M.D., in the chair. Dr. Henry Beates, 
Jr., read a report of a case of 

CYSTIC LEIOMYOMA UTERI, 
the fluid of which contained the Drysdale corpuscle 
and other characteristics of typical ovarian cystoma. 
The early history of this case, owing to the inability 
of the patient to state with precision a few minor 
details, is somewhat incomplete, yet sufficient ac- 


clinical record, and distinctly demonstrate that the 


cussion tympany, the note being that of colic reso- 
nance. ‘The urine afforded negative evidence. As 


| the asthenia was so profound it was deemed advisable 
not fight for his bread and butter, and find weapons | 


to tap the cyst in order to obtain an opportunity of 
improving the general strength and rendering ovario- 
tomy bearable. Dr. Albert H. Smith, who had 
charge of the case, tapped, employing the ordinary 


curved trocar and canula used in tapping per rectum 





the urinary bladder, and withdrew twenty-seven pints 
of a dark, muddy-brown grumous fluid, possessing a 
neutral reaction, specific gravity 1018, and contain- 
ing blood and par-albumen. Microscopically I found 
red blood-corpuscles, leucocytes, endothelium in var- 
ious degrees of retrograde metamorphosis, 7. ¢., the 
corpuscles of Bennett, Nunn and Gluge, the ovarian 


_ cell of Drysdale, cholesterine and amorphous detritus. 


It did not coagulate spontaneously, These micro- 
chemical properties, coupled with the physical signs, 


| determined a diagnosis of ovarian cyst. The grumous 


character of the fluid and the existence of the sub- 


| hepatic mass inclined to the belief that we were deal- 


ing with a cyst in which carcinosis had become estab- 
lished, and that either metastasis to the liver occurred 
or there co-existed carcinoma hepatis. The idea of 


| ovariotomy was abandoned and analepsis instituted, 
curacy is available to supply a clear unequivocal | 


Drysdale corpuscle, where found in considerable | 


number in fluid derived from the abdominal cavity, 
is not pathognomonic of cystoma ovaril. 
Mrs. L., at. 51; housewife; a mother; noticed 


four years prior to admission to the Philadelphia | 


Lying-in Charity Hospital a lump in the lower ab- 
dominal region. The menopause had not yet oc- 
curred. ‘The tumor was round, painless, and occa- 
sioned no inconvenience, Its development was 
comparatively slow, and not till it had attained large 
dimensions did it occasion constitutional derange- 


ment. When admitted the patient was markedly | 


asthenic, and suffered from mechanical dyspnoea, 


gastric irritability, sub-acute proctitis and pyrexia; | 


the temperature ranging from 99° to 100.5°. 

The facies ovariana and the peculiar atrophy of the 
soft tissues of the supra-thoracic region, so constant 
an attendant upon ovarian cystoma, were present in 
conspicuous degree. 

The notes of measurement are unfortunately lost, 


with the effect of improving the general condition 
sufficiently to enable her being removed to her home, 
where she remained under the care of Dr. L, Brewer 
Hall. In about five months the tumor had refilled, 
and during my absence Prof. James B. Walker, at 
Dr. Hall’s request, tapped the second time, The fluid 
was clear and presented the appearance of ovarian 
fluid. In the winter of 1882 I tapped a third time, 
employing an aspirator. The gentleman assisting 
me inadvertently applied the exit nozzle of the air- 
pump to the vacuum jar, and when the trocar was 
introduced there occurred an inflation of the cyst. 
The air apparently inflated a series of variously sized 
cysts that were arranged circumferentially and emit- 
ted percussion notes of different pitch from this cir- 
cumstance, which occasioned no evil consequences, 
we concluded that there existed a number of small 
cysts, communicating with the principal. As the 
evacuation of the fluid progressed the umbilical region 
sunk in, disclosing a circumferential mass, presenting 
the appearance of a wreath, as it were, underlying 
the abdominal parieties. This ridge could be firmly 


but an estimate of the size can be formed when | grasped and moved to a limited extent. This pecu- 
itis remarked that the tumor completely occupied | liarity determined me to carefully examine the fluid. 
the abdominal cavity, everting the xiphoid cartilage | I also had Dr. Formad examine it, and he pronounced 
and inferior ribs bulging far over the lumbar regions | it ovarian. The class at the University of Pennsyl- 
and extending over the pubes down and between the | vania was supplied, and the ovarian cell of Drysdale 


thighs. The circumference at its largest portion was 


about 51 inches. The superficial abdominal veins 


| 


demonstrated. The cyst refilled more rapidly, and I 
tapped a fourth time, removing a large bucketful of 
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leis uid, containing the same sila 2 in greater | 
number than previous specimens: large flakes of | 
coagulated lymph were also evacuated. ‘The circum- | | 
ferential mass had undergone great development, as | 
had also the sub-hepatic induration. The re-accu- | 
mulation of fluid was more rapid and the deteriora- | 
tion of health steadily progressing. Death terminated 
suffering about six years after the first manifestations. 
During the last days of the patient’s life Professor | 
Walker, in the absence of Dr. Hall, was in atten- 
dance. His letter details the mode of death and re- 
sults of autopsy: ‘* Mrs. L. died on the Sunday night 
after your departure. Her bowel trouble rapidly dis- | 
appeared, but the symptoms of cerebral anemia 
deepened, with hallucinations and convulsions until 
-death. 

‘* At the autopsy the tumor was found to have 
membranous walls over an area of nine square inches 
above the navel in the midile line, elsewhere the 
-cyst wall was thick as per sample. In some }ocalities, 
notably in the hypochondriz, the wall was quite 
thick. Firm attachments existed over the anterior | 
wall of the sac with the parietal peritonzeum, and the 
intestines were carried far up under the liver and | 
-stomach, and were attached to the tumor. The liver | 
was also attached. The entire abdominal cavity was 
-occupied with the tumor, and it dipped into and oc- 
‘cupied the pelvis. No attachments existed at the | 
sides nor behind. ‘The uterus was forced downward. 
‘One ovary, the right, was normal and attached loosely | 
to the pelvic brim. ‘The other is presumably occu- | 
pied by the tumor. The cavity of the tumor was | 
occupied by a brownish gelatinous fluid, resembling | 
soft soap; it was transparent, but had a sediment 
consisting of detritus from the inner wall of the sac. 
There was but one cyst, and the entire interior was 
similar in its lining, being apparently undergoing 
erosion. The contents of the cyst measured over a. 
Yankee bucketful. As the tumor was too immense | 
to even contemplate removal, and as the variably 
thick wall was everywhere similar save in the pelvic 
portion, which was darkened from hypostatic conges- | 
tion, I removed the uterus and the portion of the 
tumor immediately surrounding it, extending the sec- | 
tion through the cyst wall.’’ (This specimen was | 
presented to the society.) Sections for microscopic 
study were prepared from different portions of the 
cyst wall and were all demonstrative of leiomyoma. 
Those from the sub-hepatic portion resembled 
spindle-celled sarcoma, but were clearly differentiated 
by the elongated nuclei and want of sarcomatous re- | 
lationship of cells to capillaries. The identity of the | 
clinical phenomena of ‘this neoplasm with those of | 
ovarian cyst is a matter of special attention. In the | 
early stage a marked peculiarity consisted of the sub- 
hepatic enlargement and induration ; a morbid resis- | 
tance to pressure noticed in the inferior iumbar | 
regions after the first tapping, and attributed to the 
edema, is now seen to have depended upon a thick- 
ening wall, which at that time was insufficiently de- 
veloped, save in the hepatic region, to attract special | 
-attention. That a!l doubt regarding the nature of | 
this neoplasm may be removed, attention is directed 
to the left ovary, which has undergone marked atro- 
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phy and is to be seen in the specimen. I sacathin 
some sections to Dr. Formad, who pronounced them 
/ovarian. The origin of the cyst from the fundus 
uteri is evident upon examination. With the facts 
before us, I think it is conclusively proved that the 
ovarian corpuscle of Drysdfle, while a valuable aid to 





_ diagnosis, does certainly not possess pathognomonic 


value. 

Dr. DRYSDALE regretted that Dr. Beates had not 
sent him a specimen of the fluid received from this 
tumor, especially as he had more than one oppor. 
tunity of doing so. While having the highest regard 
for the opinion of the gentlemen who examined it, 
still, so many errors had been made in these investi. 
gations that it would have been‘a satisfaction to him 
to have examined it himself. But, apart from this 
regret, he considered it by no means proven that the 
cyst in question was not ovarian. The portion of 


, tumor left attached to the uterine wall in the speci- 
| men resembled a closely adherent ovarian cyst, such 
as he had met with repeatedly. The little mass lying 


close to the uterus, described as an atrophied ovary, 
did not present any resemblance to an ovary, nor did 
it occupy the usual position of that body. In the 
description no reference had been made to the color 


| of the tumor, which has an important diagnostic 


value, the uterine fibro-cyst being usually livid or 
purplish in color, while the ovarian had a white, 
| pearly hue. It was especially in cases like that of 
fibro-cyst of the uterus where the importance of the 
ovarian cell in diagnosis was well marked. In his 
investigation of these tumors he had never met with 
the cell which he had described as ovarian. Mistakes 


| were very easily made in the differential diagnosis of 


such tumors, and in fact in many cases the diagnosis 
could not be established except by the examination 
of the fluid or by opening the abdomen. For want 
of this examination of the fluid he had seen Spencer 
Wells make the abdominal section to remove a tumor 
which he had diagnosticated as ovarian, but which 
proved to be uterine. Dr. Marion Sims had sent him 
on three different occasions, and without telling him 


that they were from the same patient, specimens of 


fluid which he thought was ovarian, obtained from a 
cyst in the abdomen. Dr. Drysdale assured him that 
the fluid was not ovarian; but, after the examination 
of the last specimen, Dr. Sims still doubting, deter- 
mined to operate, and found a uterine fibro-cyst. 


| The history and all the characteristics of the tumor 


described this evening were ovarian, and the speci- 
en and autopsy were not sufficient to establish the 
diagnosis of uterine cyst. 

Dr. B. F. BAER remarked that the specimen seemed 
to be a section of a fibroma arising from the uterus, 
but it is too small to be satisfactory or to prove its 
origin. His personal experience ha: taught him the 
diagnostic value of the Drysdale corpuscle. When 
Dr. Formad reports finding this cell in the fluid re- 
moved from an abdominal tumor, he feels strength- 
ened in his diagnosis of ovarian cyst. He has not 
trusted to the cell alone, but has been greatly influ- 
enced by its presence or absence in making up 2 
diagnosis in doubtful cases. In every instance in 
which Dr. Formad has reported finding the ovarian 
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cell, operation has proved the tumor to ewe been of 
ovarian origin. He would like to ask Dr. Drysdale 
if he still considers the cell pathognomonic. 

Dr. DrysDALE still believed in the pathognomonic 
yalue of the ovarian cell. In his investigations he 
had met with but one exgeption to the rule, and that 
was in renal cysts. ‘To prove that the cell could be 





adeion the seciaeiiella paler, convinced me that the 
bodies were the corpuscles in question. There is, by 
very extended experience, developed a capacity to 
differentiate by a varying degree of opacity. Dr, 
Formad believed these corpuscles to be those of Drys- 
dale. The striking phenomenon, if this be an ovarian 
cyst, is in the fact that primarily it was purely cystic, 





relied on to establish a diagnosis he would give one 
or two instances where it was impossible to do this | 
except by its aid. In a review by Dr. Harris of the | 
“Transactions of the American Gynecological So- 
ciety’? in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
will be found this statement: ‘‘On one occasion 
Prof. D. Hayes Agnew gave Dr. Drysdale a fluid for 
examination in which he found the characteristic cell. 
Upon stating what he had found to Dr. Agnew, he | 
was told that the fluid had been taken from the ab- | 
dominal cavity; upon which he immediately said that 
the fluid must have escaped from an ovarian cyst, for 
it was ovarian. In this he was correct, as the cyst | 
had a small hole in it, as if made with a punch, and | 
the fluid had escaped as claimed.’’ In another case, 
Dr. D. received a letter from Prof. Matthew D. | 
Mann, of Buffalo, N.Y., with a specimen of fluid 
consisting of eight or ten drops, which the doctor 
stated was all:that he could obtain by aspiration. 
The tumor had been diagnosticated by other surgeons 
as one of uterine fibroma, and consisted of a large, 
solid mass, which filled the pelvis and abdomen as 
high as the umbilicus. The history and symptoms 
all pointed to a uterine fibroid, and the patient was 
in such a precarious condition that an exploratory 
operation was considered unjustifiable. An examina- 
tion of the fluid by Dr. D. showed the presence of the 
ovarian cell. This determined Dr. Mann to operate. 
He found two ovarian tumors, which he removed 
successfully, and the patient recovered. ‘‘ Without | 
the microscope no certain diagnosis could have been 
made except by resorting to an exploratory incision.”’ 
These cases, and he could give many others like 
them, were sufficient to show the diagnostic value of 
the cell. 

Dr. BEATEs remarked that it was a matter of extreme 
regret to him that Dr. Drysdale did not have an op- 


portunity of examining the fluid ; it was due to the | 


fact that the neoplasm was regarded as ovarian, and 
the specimens of fluid were not preserved. 
autopsy the growth was presumed to have arisen from 
the left ovary, and none of the fluid was kept. Later 
study of the specimen disclosed the amygdaloid mass 
situated in an atrophied membranous structure 


closely approximated to the uterus. The microscopic | 
examination of this determined its ovarian character | 


to the mind of Dr. Formad, which conclusion dissi- 
pated a doubt in my mind, ‘and confirmed my belief | 
of its being the left ovary. I thoroughly appreciate 
the strong probability of error, liable to occur in pos- 
itively diagnosticating by differentiation the Drysdale 
corpuscle from similar bodies, as the pyoid body of | 
Lebert, but the fact that treatment with acetic acid 
only had the effect of rendering the whole corpuscle 
very slightly clearer, and disclosed no nucleus, that 
ether added to the fluid and the mixture, thoroughly 
agitated for several minutes, had the effect of simply 


At the | 


typically so, and that during the last year of its exist- 
ence the cyst wall, throughout its posterior, seven- 
eighths assumed a myomatous development. If this 
did not occur, the myomatous wall must have origin- 


_ated at the fundus uteri, and gradually permeated the 
cyst. 
_and certainly exceptional to known clinical facts. 
|The true uterine origin must not be forgotten. 


Either of those processes is almost incredible, 


That 
a proper conception of the tumor may be formed, it 
should be compared to a large pumpkin, with a wall 
varying in thickness from one to three inches. For 
an area of about nine square inches at the umbilical 
region the ordinary cyst-like structure formed, as it 
were, a drum head, This wall is not fibromatous, but 
purely myomatous. Dr. Goodell has seen this pa- 
tient, and diagnosticated the tumor as ovarian. 

Dr. B. F. Bakr exhibited a specimen of hyper- 
trophied uterine mucous membrane. R. H., zt. 30; 
married twelve years; sterile; puberty occurred at 
age of twelve; slight dysmenorrhcea from the first, 
and since her marriage the difficulty has been in- 
creasing, so that during the last few years the pain 
has been very severe. The menstrual flow, which 
has always been rather profuse, especially since her 
marriage, has for more than a year been irregular in 
time and quantity ; sometimes it continues two weeks 
| very freely, when she would be so prostrated as to be 
| compelled to remain in bed to regain strength. She 


| complained of a severe, sharp pain in the region of 


the left ovary, radiating to the groin and anterior 
part of the thigh, and to the precordial region and 
side of the head to the top-head. She had great 
dragging in the pelvis, and pain in the sacral region. 
During her periods, the mammary glands would 
_swell and become very tender and sore. Coition 
had been rendered almost intolerable on account of 
| pain during the act, and because it increased the pain 
in the left ovarian region and induced a sensation of 
| nausea and faintness. She had such dread of sexual 
congress, that an interval of months would sometimes 
elapse between the acts. Her weight had decreased 
| from 146 to 127 pounds, and her appetite and diges- 
| tion were poor. 
| Examination showed the cervix uteri to be near 
the vaginal orifice, somewhat elongated and conical. 
The os was patulous, the body of the uterus very 
much hypertrophied and retroverted. The left 
broad ligament was contracted, and the correspond- 
| ing ovary prolapsed, larger than normal and very 
| tender to pressure. The sound indicated a uterine 
| depth of three and one-half inches, and the cavity 
was large and soft. The organ was mobile. Ether 
was administered, the cervix dilated by means of 
Ellingen’s dilator, and the endometrium was care- 
fully curetted, removing a large amount of the most 
enormously hypertrophied mucous membrane. Ni- 
tric acid was applied. Under a regulated diet, with 
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rest, complete relief followed, with freedom mee 
hemorrhage and pain. 

Dr. W. H. ParisH would like to hear the result in 
Dr. Baer’s case after the lapse of three or four years. 
Two or three years ago he had reported before this 
Society a similar case, in which after dilation by 
sponge tents, he had removed a large quantity of en- 
dometric growths, and applied nitric acid. The 
treatment was followed by an apparent cure, which 
lasted for some months, after the lapse of which the 
previous condition returned. The same treatment 
followed by relief, and subsequent relapse has been 
repeated several times. Good microscopists have 
pronounced the growths benign. Dr. Goodell has, 
however, given it as his opinion, that it will ulti- 
mately become malignant. Dr. Parish has been grad- 
ually coming to the same opinion. 


DOEES Fee CORD ENCE. 
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cates of te so- re 6 ‘New Code,’ ’ or New vas 


_ Code, which in effect proposes to degrade the medica] 


Dr. Beates has treated a woman, et. 33 years, who | 


suffers from ante-flexion of the uterus, menorrhagia, 
and granulations of the endometrium. The micro- 
scopic appearance is benign. After treatment, by 
means of the curette and nitric acid, no hemorrhage 
occurred for four months; the treatment was repeated, 
a laceration of the cervix was closed, and seven 


months later the patient became pregnant, abortion | tion, be forwarded by our President to Dr. H. D. 


occurred at two and a half months, and the granula- | 
tions and hemorrhages have returned. 

Dr. BAER remarked that these cases are very com- | 
mon, they are seen every week at the clinic. They | 
are usually benign, but sometimes become malignant 
from loss of blood and a run-down condition of the 
system. Adhesions or some other obstacle to the 


profession by opening the way for professional associ- 
ation with irregulars and charlatans ; 

Resolved, 2. That all hope of the prevalence of 
wise and conservative councils in the New York State 
Medical Society having been dissipated by its action 
at its recent session in Albany, no honorable course 
was left for the adherents of the established ethics ex- 
cept that which they have chosen to pursue, namely, 
to separate themselves from the demoralizing move. 
ment which they are unable to control, and to or- 
ganize themselves into a new association for the 
maintenance of the honor and dignity of the profes. 
sion in their State. 

Resolved, 3. That in doing this these men, Flint, 
senior and junior, Gouley, Didama, Squibb, Roches. 
ter, Sayre, and their associates have earned for them- 
selves the thanks of the medical profession of the 


_whole country ; and we extend to them our hearty 


free return of the venous blood from the uterus may | 


exist, or the ovaries may be diseased, and these causes 
will bring on the relapse, no matter how perfect the 
relief may be. In many cases the cause is flexion, 
the effect is sterility. 
purely physiological process. It may be benign in 
its incipiency, but may become malignant later on. 
W. H. H. GITHENs, 
Secretary. 


DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE MeEpicAL ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA TO THE NEW YorRK STATE MEDICAL Asso- 
CIATION.—At the annual meeting of this Association, 
at Selma, Alabama, April 9, 1884, Dr. William O. 
Baldwin, of Montgomery, introduced the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the members of the Medical 
Association of the State of Alabama have watched 
with deep interest the progress of the struggle which 
for the past two years has been going on in the New 


It is an exaggeration of a 


congratulations and fraternal good will. 

Resolved, 4. That in order to signalize still further 
our appreciation of their recent action, a copy of 
these resolutions, with the greetings of this Associa- 


Didama, of Syracuse, the President-elect of the New 
| York State Medical ‘Association, wishing them pros- 
perous fortunes and abundant success in the further 
development and fruition of their noble work. 

Resolved, 5. That a copy of these proceedings be 
also forwarded to the Medical News and Gaillard’s 
Medical Journal, with a request that they be pub- 
lished. 


New York StaTE MEpicaL AssociaTIon.—The 
council of the New York State Medical Association 
receives with gratification the greeting of the Medical 
Association of the State of Alabama. 

Though conscious of integrity of purpose in found- 
ing our new Association, and with full faith in the 
wisdom and utility of its establishment, still words of 
encouragement and approval from those who view the 
contest from afar are specially cheering. 

It is the desire of the council, by unanimous vote, 


| that the thanks of the New York State Medical Asso- 


ciation be sent to the Medical Association of the 
State of Alabama for the resolutions relating to the 
organization of the New York State Medical Associa- 
tion, and to the protection of the honor of the pro- 


| fession in the maintenance of the National Code of 


York State Medical Society ; between the advocates | 


of the ancient and established ethics of the medical 


profession, as embodied in the Code of Ethics of the | 


American Medical Association, and heretofore recog- 


nized and observed by all physicians of reputable | 


standing in all the countries of the civilized world, 
on the one hand ; 


Ethics. 
Done at the session of the Council, held May 7 
1884. E. D. FERGuson, 
one i Secretary. 


THE Medical belizee men in Cincinnati object to 
any law which will compel the re-examination of their 
graduates by gentlemen unconnected with any col- 
lege. 


THE Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia 
lost by death two members of its faculty during 
_ February, viz., Dr. Frank O. Nagle, of typhoid fever, 


and on the other hand, the advo- | and Dr. George P. Oliver, of apoplexy. 
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NECROLOGY. 


1834. | 


ByrorD, WILLIAM H., JR., M.D., was born January 
21, 1850, at Mount Vernon, Indiana; died at his 
residence in Minneapolis, Minn., October, 1883. 
He was the son of Prof. Wm. H. Byford, of Chicago, 
Ill. His early boyhood was spent in Evansville, 
where his father removed during his infancy. 

In the fall of 1857, the family went to Chicago, 
Ill. There he attended private and public schools | 
until his fourteenth year, when he was sent to Racine 
College. After remaining two years in the primary | 
department of that institution, he went to Berlin, | 
Prussia, to complete his education. Besides his reg- 
ular course of instruction there, he acquired a thor- 
ough knowledge of the German and French languages | 
under the supervision of Dr. Doebbelin, with whom | 
he visited the Exposition at Paris, during the year | 
1867. 

Leaving Berlin in 1868, he took an extensive tour | 
through Europe, returned home to study law, and | 
was admitted to practice in the courts of Illinois in | 
the year 1870. Soon after entering the practice of | 
law, he brought upon himself a slight pulmonary | 
hemorrhage by over-exertion ina gymnasium. ‘This 
was the first of a series of such attacks, which brought 
prostration, and compelled him to give up his pro- 
fession, and travel in the South ; and finally to settle | 
in Denver, Colorado, where his health so improved 





NECROLOGY. 


u1 


the trustees of the Minnesota College Hospital, and 
gave the greatest satisfaction in that position. 

He was a member of the Society of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and of the State Medical Society, at Min- 
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that he was able to study medicine with Dr. Deni- 
son during the last year of his residence there. He 
then returned to Chicago, entered the Chicago Med- 
ical College, and graduated in the spring of 1878. 
But the climate of Chicago soon began to develop 
his pulmonary troubles, which led him to remove to 
Faribault, Minnesota, with the hope that the dryer 
and more invigorating climate of that State would 
better agree with his condition. But the long rides, 
great exposure and unavoidable irregularities that 
attend the duties of the physician in small towns, 
rendered it impossible for one of his infirmities to 
continue in active practice there. 

About this time the prosperous and already popu- 
lous city of Minneapolis, with its brilliant outlook, 
attracted his attention, and he decided upon it as his 
permanent home, and removed there in October, 
1881. 

Before leaving Chicago he gave evidence of the 
solid acquirements and sound judgment which after- 
ward showed themselves as leading qualities in the 
practice of his profession. In Faribault he became 
distinguished among his medical friends for his clear 
insight into intricate cases, and the steady confidence 
with which he inspired his associates in consultation. 

His popularity there was very gratifying to his 

friends, and his patronage was limited only by his 
physical inability to attend his numerous calls, 
_ While in Minneapolis he was brought prominently 
into notice by those same qualifications which had 
marked his short professional career in Southern Min- 
nesota, and peculiarly exhibited his aptness in the 
work he had undertaken. 

He accepted the chair of Physical Diagnosis from 


| OFFICIAL LisT oF CHANGES IN THE STATIONS AND 
| Duties OF OFFICERS SERVING IN THE MEDICAL 


DEPARTMENT UNITED STATES ARMY, FROM MAY 
10, 1884, TO May 16, 1884. 

Wales, P. G., First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty at Old Fort Colville, Washington Territory, until fur- 
ther orders. (Par. 3, S. O. 58, Headquarters District of Co- 
lumbia, May 7, 1884.) 

Wilcox, Timothy E., Captain and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty at Washington Barracks, District of Columbia. (Par, 
2, S. O. 90, Headquarters Department of the East, May 10, 
1884.) 

Moseley, E. B., Captain and Assistant Surgeon, assigned to 
temporary duty at Vancouver Barracks, Washington Terri- 
tory. (Par. 6, S. O. §9, Headquarters Department of Colum- 
bia, May 8, 1884.) 

Hubbard, Van Buren, Major and Surgeon, relieved from fur- 
ther duty at Fort Stanton, New Mexico, and ordered to Fort 
Bayard, New Mexico, for duty. (Par. 3, S. O. 96, Head- 
quarters Department of Missouri, May 12, 1884.) 

Waters, William E., Major and Surgeon, ordered to report for 
temporary duty to the commanding officer at Plattsburg Bar- 
racks, New York. (Par 4,S.O. 90, Headquarters Depart- 
ment of the East, May 10, 1884.) 





List oF CHANGES IN THE STATIONS OF MEDICAL 
Orricers, U.S. Navy, FOR THE WEEK ENDING 
May 17, 1884. 


Kindleberger, D., Medical Inspector, to be Fleet Surgeon of 
Pacific Station. 

Leach, Philip, Assistant Surgeon, detached from United States 
steamer ‘* New Hampshire,” and ordered to Naval Hospital, 
Chelsea. 

Bertolette, D. W., passed Assistant Surgeon, detached from 
Naval Academy, and ordered to Practice Ship “ Dale.” 
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